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Tae Research DEFENCE SOCIETY. 


For many years the opponents of experiments 
upon animals have met with comparatively little 
active opposition in their campaign. A few indivi- 
dual scientists, it is true, have endeavoured to 
combat the agitation, and some of these have done 
on work ; but the majority of scientific men have 

n disposed to ignore the movement as far as 
possible. Considering the hysterical sentimentality 
and gross exaggeration which generally characterise 
the utterances of anti-vivisectionists, this attitude 
on the part of scientists is not surprising. 

The great bulk of what is said and written against 
experiments upon animals is so utterly inaccurate 
that it is beneath consideration by men who 
understand the subject. Unfortunately it gains 
access to a very different audience, and works much 
harm. The quite typical sample of anti-vivisectionist 
teaching (?) which we reprint on another page, for 
instance, will not fail to find favour with the ignor- 
ant emotionalists to whom it is addressed. Little 
has yet been done to counteract the effect of such 
utterances, and there is no doubt that many well- 
meaning and ill-informed people have been con- 
verted to the anti-vivisectionist cause, simply be- 
cause the other side of the case has never been 
brought to their notice. We are glad to see, 
therefore, that a powerful Society has been formed, 
having as its avowed object ‘to make known the 
facts as to experiments on animals in this country ; 
the immense importance to the welfare of mankind 
of such experiments; and the great saving of 
human life and health directly attributable to 
them.” The Research Defence Society “ proposes 
to give information to all enquirers, to publish 
précis, articles, and leaflets, to make arrangements 
or lectures, to send speakers, if required, to debates, 
and to assist all who desire to examine the argu- 
ments on behalf of experiments on animals.” Such 
a Society has been needed for years, and we share 
the hope of its President—from whose published 
letter we have quoted above—that it will soon 
establish branches in our chief cities, and be in 
touch with all parts of the kingdom. 

The Society, which is under the presidentship of 
Lord Cromer, has a powerful list of vice-presidents 
comprising not only eminent scientists, but distin- 
guished representatives of politics, art, letters, and 
religion—five bishops figuring amongst the latter. 
The honorary secretary is Mr. Stephen Paget, 70, 
Harley Street, London, W., and all communica- 
tions should be addressed to him. The subscrip- 
tion for membership is only five shillings annually 
—larger donations will be welcome—and it is to be 
hoped that many veterinarians will enrol themselves 
as members. 


This Society has been formed to instruct a public 
which other Societies have long attempted to mis- 
lead. It should do incalculable good in spreading 
information as to the benefits which human beings 
have derived from experiments upon animals, and 
in refuting the gross misrepresentations of the so- 
called inhumanities of the laboratory which are so 
prevalent. The names of its leaders warrant the 
hope that it will spread the truth fearlessly, and 
scrupulously avoid anything that savours of decep- 
tion. It must be admitted that the apologists of 
experimental research, hitherto, have not always 
been disingenuous. in their methods, not all have 
been willing to admit the undeniable fact that many 
experiments have been performed— especially on 
the Continent—which, to put it very mildly, were 
both cruel and useless. Some, again, have striven 
so hard to minimise the suffering caused by ex- 
periments upon animals that they have come peril- 
ously near to denying that suffering ever takes place. 

The truth is that suffering very often takes place, 
but that it is very seldom inflicted wantonly or 
needlessly, and that it has been the means of pre- 
venting an infinitely greater amount of suffering 
both in animals and mankind. This truth the new 
society may be trusted to disentangle from the false- 
hoods that obscure it, and place clearly before the 
nation. 


INTRATRACHEAL INJECTION OF IODINE 
FOR JOINT-ILL IN FOALS... 


Now that the foaling season is again with us, I 
may relate my experience of that troublesome com- 
plaint, joint-ill or septic anthritis. Reasoning from 
the basis that the intratracheal injection of iodine 
is the best internal antiseptic, I decided to try it. 
The result has been everything that could be de- 
sired. Writing from memory I think I have treated 
ten cases at least, and with the exception of one 
very delicate weakly foal all made very good re- 
coveries. “Some of the cases were bad, some slight, 
but usually on the first or second day after treat- 
ment was commenced great improvement was 
apparent. 

One day, passing a farm, the owner said he had 
a case which nothing could be done for. I asked to 
see it, and although it had to be assisted up it made 
a good recovery after this treatment. 

The strength of the solution i have used is 2}grs. 
Iodine; 5grs. Pot. Iod. to the ounce of water. Three 
drams of this solution is injected into the trachea, 
and repeated every day for two or three days; then 
every other day, according as the animal appears to 
stand it as regards any irritation. The patient is 


er 
ne 
4 
qq 


778 


THE VETERINARY RECORD 


May 2, 1908 


held in a corner and the head kept slightly up for 
ten minutes or so after the injection, to prevent any 
of the solution being coughed up into the larynx. 
Usually five or six doses are enough; if the case is 
not bad, fewer will suffice. 

I have tried nearly all the ordinary remedies for 
this complaint, including intravenous injection of 
Argent. Coll., and dilute injections of formalin over 
the affected joints, but I have found the treatment 
by intratracheal injection of iodine far superior to 


any other. 
Wa. Loruian, M.R.C.V.S. 
Duns, N.B. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


INTERESTING Cases OF SwinE 
Veterinary Surgeon ScHwarzpart, of Hof. 


On May 30th I was called by a farmer of Christ- 
dorf to an ailing pig which the owner announced 
had been suffering for 24 hours from “ blotches.” 

Examination revealed a five months old white 
Yorkshire castrated hog pig. Diagnosis gave 
“ swine >. and serum (from Hoch a. M.) 
was employed. 

On the evening of the same day the whole body 
surface of the pig was covered with innumerable 
bluish-red, partly confluent spots. 


On June Ist the spots on the belly, the hind 
quarters and feet had disappaared, but on the con- 
trary on the back and from a hands-breadth behind 
the ears to a hands-breadth in front of the tail there 
was a blackish-red, bard coating, extending about a 

’s-breadth on each side of the middle line of 
the back. Both ears were pendent, blackish-red, 
the right eye was discharging, and a noticable 
milky discolouration of the cornea was present. 

After eight days the position was as follows: 
Both ears had gangrenously departed, in the right 
eye there was total cloudiness of the lens, and the 
armour-like coating had extended forwards. It 
affected the cutis and subcutis and extended into 
the muscular tissue in its thickness of 3cm. I cut 


away the easily raisable portion with scissors and 


found commencing cicatrisation under the peng 
At the end of June the remaining coating fell away. 

On the 15th of October the pig was slaughtered 
and weighed 130 kilogrammes. On the back there 
was a deep cavity responding to the coating, and 
very little fat bacon. The trough shaped piece 
was devoid of hair. 

On June 26th I was called to another pig belong- 
ing to a farmer. Examination showed an eight 
months old white spayed sow: diagnosis swine 
erysipelas. She was inoculated with serum and 
improvement soon occurred, but the whole of the 
back became a bluish black. 

After 14 days I saw the sow again. The points 
of the ears had fallen away. There were grey stars 
on both eyes (complete blindness). On the back 
'a 4cm. thick, irregular, bluish-black hard, bare coat- 
_ ing, firmly adherent. It extended into the muscular 
| tissue of the back. (Fig.) After six weeks this coating 
was thrown off, and to-day there is not quite com- 
plete cicatrisation. 

In the above-mentioned cases the eye trouble 
was specially noticeable, and seemed to be of the 
nature of an acute irido-choroiditis——Ex. Berliner 
Thier. Woch. G. M. 


Pyeno-NEPHRITIS AND SECONDARY 
TricusPID INSUFFICIENCY. 


Bergeon, in the Revue Vétérinaire, records a 
case of a cow which, during a period of 18 months, 
had been treated by other practitioners 
for various diseases, viz., (1) Impaction 
of the omasum; (2) Chronic enteritis ; 
(3) Brorchitis with tuberculosis ; and (4) 
once more for impaction of the omasum. 

When seen by M. Bergeon, the animal 
was affected by obstinate constipation. 
She still preserved some flesh and con- 
dition, but the coat was staring and the 
movements constrained. The head was 
carried low and extended ; the loins were 
a little arched and rather sensitive to 
pressure. JRespirations accelerated and 
irregular; temperature 100°7 F. The 
pulse at the facial was soft and dicrotic, 
the venous pulse very marked, and the 
jugular veins of extraordinary volume. 
Ausculation of the chest yielded nothing 
diagnostic. Upon rectal exploration the 
ureters were found to be voluminous, the kidneys 
hypertrophied and surrounded by cedematous de- 
pressible tissue. 

Chemically, the urine was found to be albumin- 
ous. Microscopically, after centrifugalisation, it 
was found to contain the bacillus of Hoflich, which 
is considered to be the specific agent of bovine 
bacillary pyelo-nephritis, in considerable quantity. 

The cow was killed as incurable, and an autopsy 
performed. The kidneys were found to be greyish in 
aspect and of enormous size, the right qne — 
being more than triple the normal volume. Incision 
revealed abundant pus, especially about the pelvis of 
the kidney. The ureters were surrounded by a 
thick layer of fibrous tissue; their walls were much 
thickened and their lumens very contracted. Heart 
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hypertrophied, soft, decolourised; the cardiac 
muscle yellowish and infiltrated with fat; the 
coronary vessels very dilated. Lesions of endocar- 
ditis were present on the tricuspid valve and the 
right endocardium, with resultant valvular insuffi- 
ciency. 

Interesting points in the case are(1) the possible 
confusion at first sight with traumatic pericarditis ; 
(2) the absence of diagnostic sounds of the heart 
during life; and (3) the presence of endocarditis, 
which is not often seen in cattle.—Annales de Méd. 
Vét. 


FisTuLA OF THE OMasuM—CONCLUSION REGARDING 
THE TOPOGRAPICAL SITUATION OF THAT VISCUS. 


Detroye has recorded a case ofa cow, which re- 
ceived a wound from a horn in the lower part of 
the tenth intercostal space on the right side. A 
fistulous wound was established, from which alimen- 
tary matter flowed for a fortnight. Exploration 
with the finger proved this to be a fistula of the 
omasum. 

The animal being killed for food, it was found 
that an adhesive peritonitis, strictly localised, had 
been produced round the wound. 

As the cow’s general health was satisfactory, and 
feeding and rumination proceeded as usual, Detroye 
remarks that a suture would have sufficed to close 
this fistula. He also insists upon the relation of 
the omasum to the right bypochondriac region, and 
thinks that, in this region the omasum is explor- 
able. Lesbre and Fréger question the latter con- 
clusion.—(Annales de Méd. Vét. Ex. Bulletin de la 
Société des Sciences Vétérinaires de 


Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


A special meeting of Council was held on April 24th, 
1908, at the College, 10, Red Lion Square, London, W.C. 
Present: Sir John M‘Fadyean ag ogg the chair, 
Messrs. G. A. Banham, J. A. W. Dollar, W. J. Mulvey, 
E. S. Shave, S. Villar, and F. W. Wragg. 

The SEcRETARY announced that letters of apology for 
absence had been received from Messrs. Carter, Dewar, 
Garnett, Locke, and Wharam. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been 
printed and circulated were taken as read and confirmed. 


ALTERATIONS OF BYE-LAWS. 


(a) Mr. Mutvey proposed that the following addition 
to Schedule 1 passed at a special meeting of Council held 
on the 10th inst., be confirmed : 

“London University Junior Schools Examination 
(certificates to include the required subjects.”) ‘ 

Mr. Banuam seconded the motion which was unani- 
monsly carried. 

(6) Mr. Wracc moved that the undermentioned 
alteration of bye-laws 29 and 30, at a special 


meeting of Gouncil held on the 10th inst., be confirmed. 

29. “The Council shall annually elect, at their first 
meeting, an auditor who shall be a chartered accountant, 
who shall prepare the annual balance sheet for which he 
shall receive a fee of five guineas. The auditor shall be 
summoned to inspect the accounts of the College, pre- 


~_ by the Treasurer and examined by the Finance 
‘om mittee.” 

30. “All accounts when passed by the auditor shall 
be signed by him previous to being submitted to the 
annual general meeting.” 

Mr. ViLLaR seconded, and the resolution was carried 
unanimously. 


CAPE OF GUUOD HOPE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The second annual general meeting was held at the 
Central Hotel, age Town, on Thursday, Feb. 27th, 
1908, at 8.30 p.m. The following members were present: 
Messrs. R. Dixon, J. Forrest, A. Goodall, R. Paine, and 
J. W. Crowhurst, Hon. Sec. and Treasurer. 

In the absence of the Vice-President, Mr. J. D. Borth- 
wick, who was up country, Mr. R. Dixon was voted to 
the chair. 

The SecrETARY having read the minutes of the first 
annual meeting held on 21st March, 1907, presented the 
following report, which was adopted. 


Report oF THE CoUNCIL FoR 1907. 


Your Council beg to lay their report for 1907 be- 
fore you. 

The first annual general neeting was held on March 
2ist, 1907, and six Council meetings were held during 
the year. It is always a difficult matter to obtain a 
querum at these meetings, owing to the uncertain 
movements of the members and the liability of the mem- 
bers on the Government staff to be suddenly called away 
from Cape Town. 

At the end of the past year there were eighteen mem- 
bers, one new member, Mr. J. Spreull, having joined 

t is with very great regret the Council have to 
the death of its first President, Mr. D. Hutcheon, which 
sad event occurred on May 14th, 1907. The loss of his 
influence and advice will very much felt when the 
time comes for laying the proposed Veterinary Surgeons’ 
Bill before Parliament. 

On Mr. Wadley, A.V.C., resigning his seat on the 
Council through inability to attend the meetings, Mr. 
C.Goundry was elected to fill the vacancy. 

After due consideration your Council think it advis- 
able not to bring forward the proposed Veterinary Sur- 
geons’ Bill at the next Parliamentary Sessions, as it 
will be the first Session of a new Parliament and will 
doubtless be a very busy one. Also, as the financial 
position of the Society is not a strong one they think it 
would be better to husband our funds until there is a 
fair prospect of attaining success as regards the object 
we have in view. 

Your Council intend, if possible, to lay the Bill 
before the pees Minister of Agriculture with the hope 
that he will give his sympathy and support to the pro- 
posed Bill. 

The late Minister of Agriculture, when it was laid be- 
fore him made the following note: “In submitting the 
proposed Bill to the Members of the Government I wish 
merely to express my own feelings on the desirability of 
having a Bill to regulate the law relating to veterinary 
surgeons. I welcome the measure from a_ two-fold 
standpoint. Firstly, it is essential that the public 
should be protected from the operations of quacks ; 
secondly, the measure will encourage only the best class 
of veterinary practitioners coming into the country, this 
would be of advantage to all concerned.” 

Your Council trust that the present Minister of Agri- 
culture will be no less favourably disposed towards pro- 
tecting the public from quacks, 
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Various correspondence has been received during the Expenditure. . 

~~ A letter from Lieut.-Col. Blenkinsop, P.V.O., 1907. Sad 8 a4 
uth Africa, drawing attention to the fact that officers} Typing and Circulars 112.6 

of the Army Veterinary Corps are prohibited from tak-| Postage 13 8 

ing part in private practice, and requesting that should | ‘Stationery 14 4 

any member take exception to an officer of the Army Honorarium (Mr. E C. Gates) 5 0 0 

Veterinary Corps practising in South Africa, he would| Bank Commission on Cheques 3:..@ 

be grateful if they would bring the case to his notice. -—- 81 6 

Col. Blenkinsop enclosed an extract from regulations,| Balance : 

Army Veterinary Services, which is as follows: “They Cash in Bank 99 5 10 

are prohibited from giving advice, assistance,.or any Cash in hand 2 8 

form of certificate or testimonial to public companies, or : — 99 8 6 

to any individual not in Government Service without ~ 

first obtaining the sanction of the Director-General £108 0 0 


(Principal Veterinary Officer in South Africa.”) 

Letters were received from the Law Society and the 
Dental Association re registration fees ; from Messrs. 
Van - and Buissinne re cost of the proposed Bill ; 
from Mrs. Hutcheon and Dr. Soga thanking the Society 
for letters of condolence on the death of Mr. D. 
Hutcheon, M.R.C.V.S., and Mr. J. F.Soga, M.R.C.V.S., 
who were members of this Society. The Transvaal 
Medical Society sent a draft of their proposed Ordi- 
nance, 

Your Council understands that the proposed Trans- 
vaal Ordinance is not likely to be brought forward just 
yet as the Transvaal Council think there is little hope of 
getting the proposed Ordinance through Parliament, and 
they consequently think it would be better for the two 
Societies, viz., the Transvaal and the Cape, to wait fora 
more favourable opportunity. 

Advantage was taken of Mr. Paine’s visit to England 
for him to have an interview with the Council of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, London, on the 
matter of our proposed Bill. Mr. Paine on his return 
reported that they favoured the movement but were 
unable to grant any financial assistance. 

Your Council trust that the present members will still 
continue to give their support financially and otherwise 
to the Society until our object has been attained, and 
also help to enroll as members those veterinary surgeons 
in the Colony who have not yet joined. 

J. D. Bortuwick, President. 


The CHAIRMAN declared the result of the voting for 
the election of officers for the current year, as follows : 

sident.—Mr. J. D. Bortuwick, M.R.C.V.S 

Vice-President.— Mr. W. Rosertson, M.R.C.V S. 

Hon. Secretary and Treasurer.—Mr. J. W. 
Hurst, F.R.C.V.S. 

Committee.—Messrs. R. Paine, F.R.C.V.S., J. For- 
rest, M.R.C.V.S., R. Drxon, M.R.C.V.S., Mr. G. 
W. Freer, M.R.C.V.S., A. Goopatt, M.R.C.V.S., 
and the Army Veterinary Surgeon stationed in the 
Peninsula if he joins the Society. ‘ 

The Hon. TrREasuRER, in submitting the audited 
‘balance sheet, which was adopted, stated that one sub- 
scription had been received since the close of the 
financial year, and that seven were still outstanding. 


Crow- 


Receipts. 
1907. £ad. £ s..d. 
Balance brought forward : 
Cash in Bank 81 8 5& 
Cash in hand 2 8 
— 8111 1 
Subscriptions & Entrance fees : 
Subscriptions, 10 at £22s. 21 0 0 
Entrance Fee at £3338. 3 3 0 
24 3 0 
Tuterest 2 611 
£108 0 0 


Examined and certified correct, 
(Signed) J. Forresr, M.R.C.VS. 

Feb. 26, 1908. 

Mr. Dixon proposed, Mr. Forrest seconded, that the 
Hon. Secretary be instructed to write to Mr. C. H. 
Strachan, Upper Umzimkulu, Griqualand East, and 
Mr. Simson, Vryburgh, asking whether they would be- 
come Members of tha Society.—Carried. 

A discussion took place in regard to Col. Blenkinsop’s 
letter re Army Veterinary Surgeoas engaging in private 
practice, and the unanimous feeling was that where a 
veterin ry surgeon was in private practice it was not 
right or fair for an Army veterinary surgeon to do sv. 

The Secretary read the letter he had written in rep] 
and in which he stated he thought, judging from Col. 
Blenkinsop’s letter, that the civil practitioner would 
have no cause for complaint in the future. 

Mr. GoopaL proposed that the Secretary’s action in 
the matter be approved of. 

Pg Drxon, in seconding, said he thoroughly endorsed 
this. 

Mr. PaINnE bronght forward the question of the read- 
ing of scientific papers at the Society’s meetings, and of 
having them printed and forwarding copies to members 
up country. The idea was heartily approved, but the 
feasibility was doubted. 

Mr. GoopDALL suggested that at some future date the 
Secretary for Agriculture should be approached with a 
view to holding a Veterinary Conference, and he 
thought the same facilities should be given to veterinary 
surgeons as are given to school teachers and others 
when attending a conference. The other members 
agreed with Mr. Goodall. 

Mr. Forrest proposed a vote of thanks to the Hon. 
Secretary and Treasurer for his services during the past 
year. This was seconded by Mr. Dixon and carried. 

Mr. PAINE proposed, and Mr. Goodall seconded, a 
vote of thanks to Mr. Dixon for presiding over the 
meeting.—Carried. 


IRISH CENTRAL 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


A general meeting was held in the Gresham Hotel, 
Dublin, on March 30th, Mr. E. C. Winter, president, in 
the chair. Members present : Messrs. Jas. McKenny, A. 
Watson, M. J. Cleary, T. R. Mulcahy, J. H. Carr, A. J. 
Moffet, W. Dawson, John Holland, P. J. Howard, B. P. J. 
Mahony. 

Letters or wires of apology for non-attendance were 
received from Messrs. J. W. Nolans, W. C. Patrick, 


Lf A. Byrne, John T. Healy, M. Hedley, and T. W. 
yan. 
A letter was received from Mr. Jas. Preston tender- 
ing his resignation of membership of the Association. 
he SECRETARY was requested to write to Mr. Pres- 
ton expressing sorrow for his intention to resign and to 
ask him to reconsider his decision in the matter. 
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ELEcTION OF OFFICERS. 


The PresipEnT said that he had, by the grace of the 
Association, occupied the chair for two years, and it was 
now time they had a change. They had some old and 
respected wembers of the profession amongst them whom 
he was sure they would be glad to honour. 

Mr. Dawson proposed, and Mr. Mahony seconded, 
that Mr. Howard be chosen as President for the ensning 


year. 

Mr. Watson said he would have liked to suggest the 
name of Mr. Holland, but he might think it was an un- 
gracious thing to put him in opposition to Mr. Howard. 

Mr. Hottanp: I would not consider anything you 
would do ungracious, but I certainly would not like to 
go forward in opposition to Mr. Howard. 

The PREsIDENT said if it was left to him to nominate 
his successor he would choose the name of Mr. Howard. 
He took the keenest interest in the Association and they 
could not select a better man. 

Mr. Howarp having been elected unanimously took 
the chair, and in returning thanks said he deeply appre- 
ciated the compliment that had been paid him. He 
would do bis best to perform the new duties entrusted to 
him, and in consideration of the fact that he was vaca- 
ting another office he would ask the meeting to allow 
him to nominate Mr. Cleary as wis successor. He knew 
that Mr. Cleary would be of the greatest assistance to 

ition was 


him. 
Mr. McKenny seconded, and the pro 
agreed to unanimously, it being also deci ed that Mr. 
Cleary should be allowed a sum not exceeding £5 for 
providing clerical assistance when required. 

Treasure: .—Mr. HEALY, whose books showeda balance 
in favour of the Association, was re-elected unanimously. 

Vice-President.—Mr. JoHN HOLLAND was chosen on 
the motion of Mr. Watson, seconded by Mr. McKenny. 

Council.— The following were elected : Messrs. Hox- 
LAND, ByRNE, WINTER, McKenny, and Manony, with 
Mr. CLEARY, secretary, and Mr. HEALY, treasurer, as 
members ex-officio. 

One new member was elected, and the names of six 
gentlemen were nominated for 

Mr. Watson asked why that meeting had not been 
called in the regular way for January instead of wait- 
ing until March was nearly past. He thought the pre- 
sent arrangement was both awkward and inconvenient. 

The PRESIDENT explained that there were difficulties 
in the way which he hoped would not arise again. The 
meeting would aodowiedy have been held in January 
if his wishes had been fulfilled, but he wanted to have a 
good and representative gathering of members, and he 
found that such a meeting could not be got together in 


Mr. WINTER added that it certainly was not Mr. 
Howard’s fault that the meeting was not called in the 
regular way. As a matter of fact it was impossible to 
get even the members of the Council together to arrange 
certain matters that should come before the meeting. 


CowsHEDS, AND MILKsHops ORDER. 


Mr. Watson, Dublin, said the subject he wished to 
bring before them was whether the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
and Milkshops (Ireland) Order, 1908, would be better 
from a veterinary —— point of view be adminis- 
tered by the Local Government Board or the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture? Extensive concentration of public 
attention had been given to tuberculosis and its enor- 
mous prevalence amongst the Irish population, and its 
cause was largely attributed to infection by meat and 
milk. This being the case it seemed that the veterinary 


to get extensive powers with that view. Personally, he 
might express his own opinion that from a pecuniary 
point of view, to the greatest number of veterinary sur- 
geons practising in Ireland the Local Government 
Board would be best, but with the proviso that the 
veterinary profession should be represented on its 
Board and staff in the same way as the medical profess- 
ion were at present. At present these Orders were 
handled by medical men, and no matter how well 
trained these gentlemen might be in hygiene yet they 
could not be specialists in such matters as covs and cow- 
sheds. These doctors went down to Urban Councils 
and told the members how cows should be kept and 
treated. Well, it did not appear to the farmers and 
graziers who largely formed these boards that doctors 
were reliable guides on such matters, and consequently 
nothing was done. They would listen to the represen- 
tations of maanpe | surgeons, and thus progress would 
be made in the milk supply of the country. Whilst 
that was his view yet he admitted that there was on the 
other side much in favour of the Department of Agrieul- 
ture. They had done much for the extermination of 
disease in our flocks and herds under the Contagious 
Diseases Animals Act. The Department of Agriculture 
would largely utilise their present staff for the work, 
and would make their own appointments. The extra 
appointments thus made would be worked directly from 

errion Street and would be a exclusively 
to the permanent officials there. is would ignore the 
representatives of the people, and the present Liberal 
administration’s policy was to associate the people with 
the administration of the law. Therefore he did not 
think it would be popular. He might be asked, Where 
was the difference, as both Boards were governed by 
permanent officials? Well, the answer was, the Local 
Government Board issued these orders and allowed the 
local authorities to appoint their own officers, whilst the 
Department did the work themselves by their own ap- 
pointed men, as was done as at present under the 
Swine Fever Order. He did not think that the local 
veterinary practitioners got many plums for Merrion 
Street now. If the Local Government Department 
worked the Orders properly it would mean the appoint- 
ment of Veterinary Officers of Health to the ninety five 
Urban Authorities at least, and probably more, for each 
sanitary authority would want a veterinary surgeon for 
themselves, the districts were so extensive. He would 
emphasise the fact that we should press for such altera 
tion in the constitution of the Local Government Board 
as would secure the appointment of veterinarians of 
their Board and inspectoral staffs. 

Mr. Winter, Limerick, said he agreed with almost 
everything Mr. Watson had said, and he thought the 
profession in the past had let too many things slip 
through their fingers. There was another matter that 
they were not paying proper attention to, and that 
was the tuberculosis exhibitions and lectures bemg 
held in various towns throughout the country. [n many 
instances there was no veterinary lecture at all. He 
thought that now the present subject was being dis- 
cussed they should not rest satisfied until veterina’ 
surgeons were employed to do this work. In Limeric 
they had laymen inspectors doing this work, and draw- 
ing pretty fair salaries for doing next to nothing. Th 
should see that these appointments were held by veteri- 
nary surgeons even though the salary should small 
at first. He thought they should use every effort 
through their Members of Parliament and the public 
press, and by individual action to have every public 
appointment in which the work was purely veteri 


profession were essential to its reduction if not exter-| filled by a veterinary es seer They should not stie 
mination. Well authenticated reports had been received | out for big salaries : local authorities were not in favour 


by many of us that the Government were about to intro- 
duce Parliamentary measures to deal with the subject 
and also that the Department of Agriculture were about 


of paying big salaries, but where these positions off 
they should take them, and should insist that they were 
the proper men to fill them. He quite th Mr, 
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Watson that the Local Government Board should 
handle these Orders, with qualified veterinary surgeons 
on their staff. 

Mr. Cieary, Mullingar, said he also agreed with Mr. 
Watson as to the wisdom of leaving this matter in the 
hands of the Local Government Board, aud he did not 
believe it would be taken from them. These appoint- 
ments were entrusted to the Local Government rd 
and it was not probable that the Government would 
make - alteration in the matter. 

Mr. Watson : It is suggested. 

Mr. CuEary said he knew it was, but the reason for 
that was the Department had a veterinary staff and the 
Local Government Board had none. he veterinary 
branch of the Department was for stamping-out diseases 
amongst the lower animals and the Local Government 
Board was for stamping out diseases in man. He 
thought it should be left in the hands of the Local 
Government Board, and that they should see that the 
veterinary profession should be represented on the 
Board and inspectoral staff in the same manner as the 
medical profession were at present. 

Mr. McKenny, Dublin, agreed with this proposition. 
There was an old saying that there was no man so fit for 
the Army as a soldier. He thought they should try and 
set forth the fact that the duties onan by a veteri- 
narian could not be properly dischnrged by anyone else, 
and that none-but he should hold appointments with 
which such duties were associated. e agreed with 
Mr. Cleary that a resolution should be embody- 
ing these facts, and that they seriously resented the 
present system of filling positions which could alone be 
efficiently discharged by veterinarians by either medical 
men or laymen. 

Mr. Carr, Kingstown, said he held an appointment 
under the District Council of Kingstown for the inspec- 
tion of dairy cows within the district. Erom his ex- 
perience he could say that no one could have an idea as 
to the proper inspection of cowsheds but a veterinary 
surgeon. If they were going to pass a resolution he 
would like to see a declaration embodied in it that for 
the carrying out of the Order local veterinary surgeons 
should be appointed. 

Mr. McKeEnny dissented from the suggestion of Mr. 
Carr as to local men, as some of them would not care 
for these positions. 

Mr. Manony felt that they ought to be thankful to 
Mr. Watson for bringing forward such an important 
matter and instituting such a useful diseussion. He did 
not with Mr. Winter’s remark that they ought to 
take these appointments at whatever salary offered, for 
many of them had taken positions on these lines in the 
meee of improving them, which improvement never was 

ised. they had an association at their back they 
ought to combine, and not take any position except 
the salary offered was a reasonableone. In the medical 

fession they saw such combinations successfully 
carried through. 

Mr. WINTER said he did not wish it to go forth that he 
was in favour of veterinarians taking appointments at 
ridiculously low salaries, but if it was a question of an 
appointment being given to a layman or being accepted 

a veterinarian at a figure which it might hardly pay 
him to accept, he still thought the qualified man should 
come forward and do the work. Then when the Local 
Authority saw the great service the professional man 
was able to render they would have little hesitation in 
raising his 

Mr. Manony said from his experience of 30 years that 
it was yar an to expect an increase in salary from 
Local Authorities. Ifthe profession properly combined 
and determined to accept nothing less than a certain 
figure they must be appointed. 

Mr. HoLianp advocated that the Department of Agri- 
culture would treat us in a more fatherly way than the 


Local Government Board. He was rather inclined to 
agree with Mr. McKenny, namely, to advocate such 
measures as would make them entitled to get these posi- 
tions and then make thein as good as they could after- 
wards, but they should make the salaries good ones at 
the beginning. He contended that it was not the fanlt 
of the department if the local people gave such small 
salaries. 

Mr. Morver agreed that they should have representa- 
tives on the Local Government Board and inspectorial 
staff. The Ballinasloe No. 1 District had given notice 
that they were about to appoint a competent person to 
act as Inspector of Dairies ata salary of £20 per annum. 
The person appointed would also have to watch closely 
all cases of diseased cattle which might be offered for sale 
intended for human consumption. Two men of no quali- 
fications were candidates for the ition, and one of 
them would doubtless be successful. 

The PresIpENT said the right way to set about cor- 
recting all these irregularities was to have veterinary 
representation on the Local Government Board and 
veterinary surgeons on the Staff of Inspectors. Then 
none but Properly qualified veterinarians would be sanc- 
tioned. The order could not be put into force with 
intelligence with these veterinary appointments. No 
one but a veterinary surgeon was competent to express 
an opinion worth having on the diseases of cows. He 
would like Mr. McKenny to tell them what the other 
association was doing in this matter. 

Mr. McKeEnny said they were going asa deputation 
to the Local Government Board re the working of the 
Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order, and to insist 
that none bnt veterinarians should be appcinted to per- 
form the numerous duties which were manifestly indi- 
cated in this Order. 

Mr. WINTER suggested some one from that Associa- 
tion might be appointed to accompany the deputation 
from the Veterinary Medical Association, and he thought 
it would strengthen their hands. They ought also to get 
the co-operation of the Northern Society. 

Mr. McKenny remarked they had the Northern Asso- 
ciation with them, and remarked that they should write 
their suggestions as to joining the deputaticn appointed 
by ee. and he thought it would be acceded to 
cordially. 

It was pengeet by Mr. Winter that Messrs. Howard, 
Cleary, and Watson be appointed as a deputation repre- 
senting them. Mr. Mahony seconded this, which was 
passed unanimously. 

Mr. Watson next pro the following resolution 
which he said embodied the views he had tried to convey 
at an earlier stage of the meeting :—“ That this Associa- 
tion is of the opinion that for the more effective dealing 
with the diseases in the lower animals communicable to 
man, and the administrativn of the Contagious Diseases 
Animals Acts, and Orders under the Public Health Acts, 
that the constitution of the Local Government Board be 
so altered that the veterinary profession be represented 
on it in a similar manner to the medical profession.” 

Mr. Mutcany seconded the motion, which was adop- 
ted unanimously. 


Tue DESIRABILITY OF VETERINARY REPRESENTATION 
ON THE BoaRD OF AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL 
InstrucTION, IRELAND. 


By J. H. Carr, M.RB.GVS.. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I most sincerely thank 
you for the honour you have conferred on me by asking 
me to read a paper at this meeting. When your ener- 

tic secretary, Mr. P. Howard, wrote to me how I 
onged for the gifts of a Hoare, a Kelly, or an O’Byrne ? 
However, he allowed me a pretty wide field to select 
my subject from. As most of you are aware I was up 
for election on the Council of the Veterinary Medical 
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Association of Ireland lately. In my election address [ 
mentioned that I would use all the means at my dis- 
1 to have direct and independent representation 
of the veterinary profession on the Board of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction. I take this opportunity of 
lacing before you in a very brief way my reasons for 
lieving such representation would be for the general 
good of our profession. I shall offer no apology for the 
brevity of this paper. My object is to excite your 
interest on this subjeet and to provoke a healthy dis- 
cussion. I am convinced we have sufficient matter for 
consideration which is of interest to the profession at 
the present time, and which will be of still greater 
interest in the near future. 

Almost weekly we find in our journals some mention 
of Parliamentary representation of the veterinary pro- 
fession. The subject has been discussed by the members 
of every veterinary society throughout the Kingdom, 
and itis the unanimotis opinion that we as a profession 
should be directly represented in Parliament. With all 
this I am in perfect agreement. 

If the profession is so very anxious to be represented 
in Parliament by a veterinary M.P. why should not we 
in Ireland be directly and independently represented 
on the Board of Agriculture and Technical Instruction 
by one who would enjoy the confidence of his profess- 
ional brethren and che would jealously guard our 
interests on that Board? Surely when we look into the 
matter and observe the large number of veterinary sur- 
geons that are employed directly and indirectly under 
that Board the subject should at least deserve our 
serious consideration this evening. 

The number of veterinary surgeons that are employed 
by the Board as temporary or permanent inspectors 
would total up to fifty, a very large number, taking the 
veterinary population of Ireland into consideration; 
while those employed indirectly under the Board as 
local inspectors amounts to a very large percentage of 
all the veterinary practitioners in Ireland. 

From time to time very important questions concern- 
ing the veterinary profession arise, and those questions 
are dealt with by the Bo>rd of Agriculture and Techni- 
cal Instruction in Merrion Street. What means have 
we usually adopted to obtain proper representation and 
redress? In my opinion the course taken heretofore 
has ended—if not in failure, certainly with very little 
satisfaction to the veterinary profession. I will take 
the case of local inspectors first. What means have they 
at present for obtaining redress from this Board in 
cases where they consider themselves harshly and un- 
justly treated? Within the past few years the inspec- 
tion of horses imported into Ireland and reporting en 
those animals, has been tacked on to their duties as 
local inspectors, and in what way were they remuner- 
ated for the extra duty? Perhaps in some instances 
local inspectors were compensated, but the compensa- 
tion has not been general. The carrying out of the com- 
pulsory Sheep dipping Order has almost entirely fallen 
on local inspectors. Up to quite recently, if the owner 
declared he had pid his sheep his word was sufti- 
cient. Now, the dipping of sheep must be witnessed by 
the local inspector and he must write a certificate as to 
the number dipped, etc. I need hardly point out to 
yon the enormous amount of a practitioner’s time that 
is taken up in the carrying out of this new Order. What 
extra salary does the veterinary inspector get for this 
largeamount of extra work? As far as I know they 
are at the mercy of the uncertain humour of the County 
conncillors of their district for any extra remuneration. 
The new Orders re Glanders and Epizvotic Lymphan- 
gitis were carried out by local inspectors with overtime 
pay as above described. The carrying out of the Swine 
Fever Order is so unsatisfactory to local veterinary in- 
spectors that I really wonder they have not revolted to 
a man longago. I am inform 


that the powers and - 


monetary allowances, which they should have retained 
and which have been confiscated by this autocratic 
Board (according to the report of the Committee of In- 
quiry it was originally meant to be a Democratic Board, 
and the Act was passed as such) is simply incredible. 
I will not dwell on the dual inspection, ete. What 
I a at is that the matter has been taken so 
tamely. 

The number of veterinary surgeons employed by the 
Department as temporary or permanent inspectors 
would number up to fifty. Some of those permanent 
appointments were made recently, and at what a sacri- 
fice to the men appointed. Men who would have suc- 
ceeded in any branch of the profession they chose to 
adopt have given up thirty of the best years of their 
life to the service, not one day of which will count to- 
wards their pension. When this fact was made known 
to me at the time those appointments were made I could 
not credit it, but such is the case. Why did not our 
veterinary associations take action at once, using all the 
power at their disposal to remedy such a glaring injustice 
to our professional brethren! There are three powerful 
oe organisations in this country. These socie- 
ties should be capable of doing a vast amount of good 
for the profession. I consider one of the first duties of 
those societies ought to be the inquiring into and mak- 
ing some attempt to remedy grievances which affect the 
wage individually as well as collectively. What 

ave those organisations done in the many cases men- 
tioned in this paper? I am ata loss to know. The 
position of temperary veterinary inspectors employed by 
the Board is to say the least of it in a most unsatisfac- 
tory state. Men with over ten years service are as re- 
mote from permanency as they were on the date of 
entering the service of the Department. Their position 
instead of improving is actually becoming more in- 
secure. 

I consider it a scandal for a Government Department 
to hold out alluring bait to young veterinary surgeons 
and then to cast them aside after ten years or more ser- 
vice without any compensation, when they have lost 
touch with the other branches of their profession. Why 
not take on young qualified veterinary surgeons on the 
striet understanding that after one, two, or three years 
probation they would either become permanent veteri- 
nary inspectors or resign. Under this arrangement no 
harm would be done. They would not be building for 
years on false hopes, neither would they after three 
years be unsuited to take their places in other branches 
of their profession. Is it not possible that such an influ- 
ential body as the veterinary surgeons in Ireland could 
prevail on the Department of Agriculture and Tech- 
nical Instruction to alter its methods in dealing with the 
profession ? 

A splendid example of what good can be done by the 
head of a department has been brought under our 
notice a short time ago. If a mighty department like 
the War Office considers that it is not justified in insti- 
tuting afy great reforms in its veterinary service with- 
out first enlisting the support and sympathy of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons and of the whole 
profession, surely the Board of Agriculture and Techni- 
cal Instruction, Ireland, is not above criticism, if, by 
their actions towards the profession, they alienate its 
support and sympathy. The English Board of Agricul- 
ture has very recently made changes in its veterinary 
department. If those charges are for the better, why not 
adopt a similar course in Merrion Street ? 

In 1906 a Committee was appointed to inquire into 
the working of the “ Board of Agriculture and Technical 
Instruction, Ireland, Act 1899.” On reading over?the 
report of this committee I was greatly disappointed at 
the almost complete absence of evidence by veterinary 
surgeons. Why was not the profession represented from 
Munster, Leinster, Ulster, and Connanght at this 


| 
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inquiry? Who should be better able to give evidence 
as to the working of this Act than veterinary surgeons, THE CENTRAL 


whose professional duties bring them daily into contact 
with those individuals for whose benefit the Act was 

? Personally I do not blame the individual 
members of the profession for not appearing before 
this con:mittee, but I say it is a disgrace that our veteri- 
nary societies did not call meetings the moment this 
committee was appointed and select a man from every 
| sap aye, from every county in Ireland to give evi- 

ence at this inquiry. 

Somehow we seem to take things in too easy a 
fashion, trusting greatly to providence, instead of taking 
a more active. intelligent part in matters which directly 
concernus. I may mention that I am convinced if we 

a representative on the Board of Agriculture and 
Technical Instruction who would place our claims before 
the proper authorities, and who would fearlessly and 
honestly act his part for the good of his profession and his 
country, the Board of Agriculture and Technical In- 
struction, and the veterinary profession would never 


t his election. 

pred conclude better than by quoting from the 
speech of the head of the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction, Mr. T. W. Russell, in the 
House of Commons on Thursday, 25th March, “ Irish 
officialdom is a devil that cannot be got rid of by prayer 
and fasting, it can only be got rid of by the Irish in 
their own way.” 

Discussion. 

Mr. McKenny did not agree with the tone of Mr. 
Carr’s paper. It attacks our three veterinary associa- 
tions after an unfair fashion. It says that they have 
done no in looking after [reland’s veterinary 
interests. He submitted that our associations have 
done a deal of good. To him who can look back for 
many years on the Irish veterinary world, and contrast 
its state now with what it was before the advent of our 
veterinary societies, there is no doubt that the criticisms 
contained in Mr. Carr’s paper are, to say the least of 
them, unfair. 

Mr. Watson expressed himself highly pleased in 
being able for once to agree with his friend Mr. Mc 
Kenny. He does not think there is much good to be 
achieved by destructive criticisms like Mr. Carr’s. He 
(the essayist) finds fault with everyone, and is not pre- 
pared to agree with anyone. In _ both itions he 
assures Mr. Carr he has his (Mr. Watson’s) sincerest 
sympathy, for his honesty compels him to state that 
he has passed the greater portion of his life under similar 
conditions. He is satisfied our veterinary associations 
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. The ordinary monthly meeting was held at 10 Red 
Lion Square, W.C., on Thursday, April 2nd. Mr. J. 
Willett, the President, occupied the chair, and the 
following Fellows signed the attendance book : Capt. 
R. C. Cochrane, Messrs. J. C. Coleman, R. J. Foreman 
Ainsworth Wilson, Arthur Payne, Arthur L. Wilson, 
Nicholson Almond, A. L. Butters, Capt. R. C. Moore, 
Ralph Bennett, Prof. J. Macqueen, R. Porch, Fred. 
G. Samson, Geo. Upton, Capt. C. H. H. Joliffe, 
Prof. H. A. Woodruff, Sidney Villar, William Hunt- 
ing, W. D. Wallis, James Rowe, F. W. Chamberlain, 
W. Roger Clarke, Herbert King, W. L. Harrison, 
A. Rogerson, A. A. Johnson, and Hugh A. MacCor- 
mack, Hon. Sec. Visitors: Messrs. Albert Willett 
and E. S. Martin. 

On the motion of Mr Porch, seconded by Mr. Fore- 
man, the minutes of the previous meeting were taken as 
read and confirmed. 

Apologies for absence were announced from Messrs. 
P. Woodruff Hill, A. N. Foster, C. Roberts, A. E. 
Willett, F. W. Willett, and E. L. Stroud. 

A letter was read from Mrs. Nunn acknowledging the 
vote of condolence with her at the loss of her husband, 
Col. Nunn. 

Capt. A. N. M. Swanston, A.V.C., Woolwich, was 
unanimously elected a Fellow of the Society. 

Mr. Dawson, M.R.C.V.S., Sawbridgworth, was nomi- 
nated for Fellowship, and will come up for election 
at the next meeting. 


DELEGATES TO CONGRESSES. 


On the proposition of Mr. Porch, seconded by Mr. 
Butters, it was agreed to send delegates to the Royal 
Sanitary Institute Congress at Cardiff, and to the Royal 
Institute of Public Health Congress at Buxton, both in 
July. The President and Mr. P.S. Howard were ap- 
pointed as delegates to Cardiff, and Mr. S. Villar and 
Prof. Macqueen to Buxton. 


TUBERCULIN. 


Mr. ArnswortH WILSON moved the following resolu- 
tions, arising out of the discussion on his paper at the 
last meeting : 

1. “That this Society is of opinion that owing to its 
fraudulent and improper use, the sale of tuberculin 
should be controlled by the Board of Agriculture, and 
that returns as to its use should be forwarded to the 


have done good, but holds there is a great necessity for | Board 


a higher form of trades-unionism than we have hereto- 
fore adopted. Bearing in mind all the fresh appoint- 
ments that will be made under the new Dairy and Cow- 
sheds Order of the Local Government Board, we should 
band ourselves together and see that only ae geen sur- 
geons get those appointments, and that the salaries 
attached thereto are consistent with the duties and the 
dignity of our profession. Irish Local Authorities, par- 
ticularly our Rural District Councils, would, if they 
could, compel their servants to live on starvation wages, 
rst have only ourselves to blame if we do not get our 
ights. 

r. HOLLAND cannot agree with Mr. Carr’s censure 
of the Department of Agriculture. He believes that the 
Department feel kindly towards our profession. 

Mr. WinTEeR thinks that what he would .~ the lay 
fession, as contra-distinguished from the official 


ranch, has every means of remedying its own grievances 
if it would only take the trouble of doing so. He thinks 
that in working out their own cause they might lend a 
helping hand to the Government veterinary surgeons 
who are not in a position to fight their own battles. 

The meeting terminated with a hearty vote of thanks 


to the essayist. 


rd. 

2. “That the Board of Agriculture be empowered to 
supply tuberculin and the services of a veterinary sur- 
geon gratuitously to any agriculturist who wishes to 
make a permanent separation of his stock, and that 
leabets dealing with tuberculosis and its prevention be 
circulated by the Board as recommended by the 1896 
Royal Commission. 

3 “That the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops’ 
Order should be made compulsory and applicable to 
the whole country and that the Order be amended to 
include the regular inspection of all dairy cows by inde- 
pendent veterinary officers of health, together with the 
slaughter of openly diseased cows, including those 
with tuberculous udders. Small compensation to be 
paid as an inducement to notify: any dairyman whose 
milk is stopped by the Local Government Board to have 
the right to appeal to the Board of Agriculture.” 

He thought the matter was of pressing importance 
having regard to new legislation. The Local Govern- 
ment Board Milk Bill may be printed any day, and it 
will certainly become law. The third resolution em- 
bodied the minimum requirements. With regard to the 
first two, it was not only advisable but pessible to have 
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State control and free testing. The moment was op- 

rtune to insist on the recommendations of the Royal 
stem oll being translated into useful legislation. 
To receive consideration the demands must be moderate. 
Independent veterinary inspection, slaughter of udder 
cases, and compulsory uniform measures surely come 
under this category. We could not ask for anything 
less. He did not think we should ask for much more 
at the present juncture. He thought it was desirable to 
obtain the opinion of the whole profession on a matter 
so closely affecting professional interests and status, 
and the resolutions, if passed, should be sent to the 
Veterinary Medical Societies of the country. Mean- 
while, as time was short, the Council of the Royal 
College might take the matter up and place the claims 
of the profession before the President of the Local 
Government Board. Scheduling was undoubtedly the 
best and simplest means of dealing with the disease, 
but it would be waste of time to y Noten it at present. 
Even Denmark had not yet been able to schedule clinical 
tuberculosis. A beginning must be made, and he ap- 
pealed strongly to the profession to make a beginning 
and toconcentrate their efforts upon the new Bill, as it 
represented all the legislation likely to be obtained for 
some time to come. By so doing the medical advisers 
of the Board would no longer have it all their 
own way. 

Mr. ARTHUR PayNE seconded the resolution. 

It was agreed that the resolutions should be taken 
separately. 

r. SipNEY VILLAR, while appreciating Mr. Wilson’s 
admirable paper, had ho admiration for his resolutions, 
He did not like the wording of them and thought intro- 
ducing them at the present moment was not opportune. 
Those who read The Veterinary Record—as he supposed 
they all did+-would have noticed in an editorial in the 
last issue that a mution brought before the Council of 
the R.C V.S. was stated as being simpler and ibly 
more efficacious. That motion, which he himself brought 
forward, was to the effect that Clinical Tuberculosis 
should be scheduled under the Diseases of Animals Act. 
In the early part of January things were in a very 
different position from what they were at the present 
moment ; it was known then that legislation would be 
brought forward, but it was not known by which 
Government Department it would be brought forward. 
The President of the Local Government Board was 
now introducing a Bill dealing with the milk supply and 
with tuberculosis inanimals, and he had been assured 
that the Bill would be brought in within the next two 
or three weeks. A very strong deputation had waited 
on the President of the Local Government Board sup- 
ported by many influential Societies, and one of the 
most important speeches was made by Lord Northbrook, 
the nobleman who, at a meeting in connection with the 
Smithfield Club, said that cattle owners and farmers 
did not want to be under the Local Government Board, 
but under the Board of Agriculture, and veterinary sur- 
goons, in whom they had every confidence. With the 

eputation was Prof. Penberthy who spoke very well on 
behalf of the profession. In the course of his reply Mr. 
Burns said “I cannot in a subject like this ignore the 
veterinary surgeon. He, I hope, in any scheme I ma, 
bring forward will have a not disproportionate place, 


a very satisfactory sort of statement. The present 
moment was hardly the time to bring forward such 
resolutions as Mr. Wilson had moved; it would be 


better and more businesslike to wait and see what Mr. 
Burns’ idea of the proper place of veterinary surgeons 
is. Then if there was any dissatisfaction the profession 
coould point out to him their ideas upon the subject. 
Just now it would be unwise to take any steps which 


might lead the President of the Local Government 
Board to think that the veterinary profession was in 
any way antagonistic to his department. 


Mr. Wi1son said the first and second resolutions re- 
ferred to the Board of Agriculture, and the third to the 
Local Government Board, and he proposed that the 
first and second resolutions be taken together. 

Prof. WoopruFF seconded the motion, which was 
carried. 

Mr. Payne said he seconded the resolutions in order 
that they might be discussed. 

Mr. ALMOND said the resolutions recommended them- 
selves to him. He thought the effect of passing the 
resolutions would strengthen the Government’s hands, 
at all events from the veterinary point of view, showing 
that the profession were considering the subject seriously 
and took a serious view of the duties of the Govern- 
ment in relation thereto. 

Prof. MACQUEEN asked what was to be done with the 
resolutions if they were . He moved a direct 
negative—that the Society should not pete either reso- 
lution 1 or 2, or both. He thought the question was 
entirely premature, as they had not sufficient knowledge 
as to what was the best way of controlling the use of 
tuberculin. He should certainly never subscribe to the 
proposal that the profession should bind themselves 
to accepting Government direction with regard to its 
use, and he did not believe that the Government would 
ever interfere with its importation. It was not politic 
to recommend gratuitous services of veterinary surgeons. 
If the resolutions were to be considered, time should be 
given for their consideration, because the members were 
not sufficiently acquainted with the terms of the pro- 

Bill, and the profession was not at all in agree- 
ment as to what should be done in the way of control 
of tuberculin. 

Prof. Wooprurr seconded the direct negative. He 
did not think it was right for a body of scientific men 
to limit the free use by their own members of a diag- 
nostic agent like tuberculin. They would all be very 
pleased to prevent its fraudulent use, but to have to 
report every case where tuberculin was administered to 
an animal would entail a great deal of trouble and be 
very inconvenient. In addition, the cost of providing 
the gratuitous services of a veterinary surgeon was pro- 
hibitive, and it was pushing in the thin end of the w 
for the kind of thing which obtained in Ireland, and in 
a larger degree in some of the Colonies. In South 
Africa the State provided a veterinary surgeon who gave 
his services gratuitously to the farmers in the district, 
and that was not conducive to the interests of the pri- 
vate practitioner. 

Mr. VitLaR objected to the wording of the resolution. 
He did not think there was sufficient fraudulent use of 
tuberculin in this country to necessitate legislation. 
With regard to reporting its use to the Board, it would 
interfere with the liberty of the subject. The circula- 
tion of leaflets by the Board was very good for farmers, 
but from a veterinary surgeon’s point of view too many 
leaflets had been already circulated. Veterinary sur- 
geons were very anxious to help the farmers as far as 
possible, but they could not forget themselves in the 
struggle for existence. He supported the amendment of 
Prof. Macqueen. 

Mr. ALMonD said his view was that the Board of Agri- 
culture would employ local veterinary surgeons to do the 
work, because it would not be practicable to send meu 
ow the Board all over the country to administer tuber- 
culin, 

Mr. Vi~xiak said they would probably have a large 
number of lay inspectors. 

On the amendment being put 16 voted for and 2 
against ; and on being put as a substantive motion 
that Resolutions 1 and 2 be not passed, it was carried 


nem. con. 
Resolution 3 was then considered. 
Mr. Upton thought that the resolution would be 
i us. There was a t endency at the present moment 
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to create soft jobs and do away with the hard working 
titioner, and the resolution would carry that a little 
urther. The only _ of the veterinary surgeon to- 
day was to get tuberculosis scheduled. It behoved the 
profession to assert itself and to have some say in the 
matter of the new Pure Milk Bill. The appointments 
should be given to veterinary snrgeons in the district, 
because veterinary surgeons of the country were quite 
capable of dealing with the subject. Tuberculosis was 
not to be swept out in a few years ; its eradication either 
in man or cattle would be a long process. Tuberculosis 
legislation was coming in the future, and in that legisla- 
tion country veterinary surgeons should be recognised, 
and not starved out as the present resolution appeared 
to suggest. 

Mr. Payne agreed with Mr. Upton. He did not think 

it was right to have independent veterinary surgeons 

_coming into the districts to inspect the cattle, and it was 
not practicable. The veterinary officer of health should 
have the same position as the medical officer of health ; 
he should be appointed by the Council and inspect for 
the county from his private practice. The question of 
fees was an important one, because it was no good veteri- 
— surgeons taking the post if they were only allowed 
to charge low fees. 

Mr. Upton said he would propose as an amendment 
that no steps be taken in the matter until the terms of 
the Pure Milk Bill were brought before the public. 

Mr. Payne seconded the amendment. 

Mr. SAMSON supported the amendment. 

Mr. Huntine moved the following amendment :— 
“That this Society is of opinion that the time has 
arrived when tuberculosis in cattle should be scheduled 
under the Diseases of Animals Act, and that in addi- 
tion to compulsory notification provision should be made 
for ——— with compensation of all clinically diseased 
cattle.” 

He thought Mr. Wilson’s resolution was a mistake. 
The Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order first came 
out when the Diseases of Animals Act was run by the 
Privy Council. It was found not to work and was then 
handed over to the Local Government Board, and it 
had been found not to work ever since. There was 
nothing suggested in the way of amendment to that 
Order which would not be better done under the Board 
of Agriculture if the disease was scheduled. He had 
never heard an objection to scheduling tuberculosis that 
was worth considering. It was not wise to wait until 
the Milk Bill was published and then object so some of 
the Clanses. It was better to do something in the way 
of guiding the Government and local bodies by laying 
down the scientific fact that such and such a thing 
should be done, and try and get it taken up. The Milk 
Bill would be —_ a matter of milk as dangerous to 
human beings, and the only work for the veterinary sur- 
geon would be in looking after the source of the milk 
supply. Any regulations for the suppression or control 
of tuberculosis in cattle could only be made by going 
direct to the cattle, and in saying cattle he did not limit 
himself to cows. Mr. Burns’ Bill would be entirely con- 
tined to milk cows, and there were plenty of animals that 
would not come under the Bill at all. As to slaughter 
and compensation, everyone was ne doubt agreed that a 
clinical case of tuberculosis ought to be slaughtered, and 
every owner of such a case would oe compensation. 
But it was very doubtful if one could argue in favour of 
slaughter and compensation in confining oneself to milk 
and its danger to human life. If a brewer had arsenic 
accidentally in his beer he had to put up with it, and 
instead of getting compensation was liable to an action 
for damages, and there were scores of other trades in 
the same position. Whyshould the dairyman ask to be 
paid to be prevented from poisoning people? The only 
argument in favour of compensation—and compensation 


was absolutely necessary for the suppression of tubercu- 


losis in conjunction with slaughter—was that the disease 
might be stamped out. Otherwise a man should te 
compensated for spoilt crops or burnt house. If by 
compensating him it was possible there’ would be more 
floods or fires it would be a logical position, and it was 
a quite logical position to pay compensation with a 
view to stamp tuberculosis out, although it ust bea 
serious and costly job. The Dairies, Cowsheds, and 
Milkshops Order would never do much good except to 
partially protect human beings, and they would be 
protected better by direct efforts against tuberculosis in 
eattle everywhere that by merely controlling disease 
when it had arrived at the cowshed. (Hear, hear.) 

Prof. MAcQUEEN seconded Mr. Hunting’s amendment. 

Prof. Wooprurr said that scheduling the disease 
brought up the question of what was meant by clinical 
tuberculosis. 

Mr. Huntina said the same thing held good with 
glanders, but there was no practical difficulty about it. 

Prof. WoopruFr thonght a certain amount of difti- 
culty would arise in connection with tuberculosis, and 
he thought that difficulty would have to be met by an 
authoritative opinion as to what was really meant. He 
did not say it would not be a good thing to schedule 
tuberculosis, but there would be such a_ tremendous 
opposition that it was hardly likely there would be any 
success. With regard to the resolution, he thought the 
first part “That the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops 
Order should be made compulsory and applicable to the 
whole country” was a good thing to recommend. The 
difficulty with the Order was that it was purely optional. 
The Order said that a veterinary surgeon might be ap- 
pointed, but if it was made compulsory they would be 
compelled to appoint him, and it would be his duty to 
inspect the cattle in the cowsheds. Another clause in 
the resolution advised the slaughter of cattle found to be 
affected with tuberculosis of the udder. That would not 
be necessary if the Order was made compulsory and 
universal, because there would be no market for such 
cattle. Another thing that might have been included 
in the resolution was the appointment of a veterinary sur- 

eon to advise the Tevet Government Board. If the 
rd was going to deal with cattle a veterinary adviser 
should be appointed in Whitehall. He thought the 
resolution should read: “That the Dairies, Cowsheds, 
and Milkshops Order should be made compulsory and 
applicable to the whole country, and that the Local 
Government Board should appoint a veterinary officer to 
assist them in carrying out the regulations with regard 
to the Order.” He moved that as an amendment. 

Mr. VitLar asked whether it was proposed to send 
copies of the resolutions passed to the Government De- 
partment. 

The PREsIDENT said that had been proposed by Mr. 
Wilson. 

Mr. VILLAR said it had a very important bearing on 
the arguments which he had used. He suggested that 
it was not an opportune time to approach the Board of 
Agriculture in any spirit which might be considered 
antagonistic. He agreed with Mr. Hunting that the 
scheduling of clinical tuberculosis would be the grandest 
thing in the world. 

Mr. Hunt1Né said it was not a dead horse, and if the 
live horse was not whipped they could get no further. 

Mr. BENNETT seconded Prof. Woodruff’s amendment. 

Mr. HuntTInG ogee that Prof. Woodruff’s amend- 
ment did not conflict with his own, and there was no 
reason why both should not be : ; 

Prof. WooprurrF added to his amendment “ That this 
resolution be sent to the Local Government Board.” 

Mr. Wi1son explained that had his resolutions been 
passed it was his intention to pro that Nos. 1 and 2 
should be sent to the President of the Board of Agricul- 
ture, and No. 3 to the President of the Local Gevern- 


ment Board. He had proceeded all along on the assump- 
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tion that half a loaf was better than none atall. The 
Bill-was there and his idea was to make the best of it, 
and see that the veterinary profession was recognised in 
it. He asked Mr. Villar whether it was his intention 
wane until the Bill was printed befure doing any- 
thing. 

Mr. VILLAR said his whole point was that they ought 
to wait in view of the promise Mr. Burns made. 

Prof. MAcQugEEN said it depended on Mr. Burns’ sense 
ot proportion. 

Mr. VILLAR admitted that that was so. Ifa Com- 
mittee was formed, and that Committee was not satis- 
tied with the | perma given to the profession by Mr. 
Burns, it could raise a protest. 

Prot. WoopRurr’s amendment was then put: “ That 
the Dairies, Cowsheds, and Milkshops Order should be 
made compulsory and applicable to the whole country ; 
that this resolution be sent to the President of the Local 
Government Board, and that he be asked to appoint a 
veterinary adviser to the Local Government Board.” 

The amendment was carried nem. con. 

Mr. Huntine thought his amendment would upset 
the present amendment as it was in absolute conflict. 

Mr. Witson was strongly in favour of Mr. Hunting’s 
amendment that the disease should be scheduled and 
scheduled at once, but he could not very well vote against 
his own resolution. 

Mr. Huntine asked whether anyone could say whether 
Mr. Burns’ Milk Bill would not utterly destroy the Milk- 
shops Order. He thought the Bill would be made to 
cover the whole ground. 

Mr. VILLAR thought that the Bill would be a compre- 
hensive one. 

Mr. PorcH supported Mr. Hunting’s resolution. If 
any Chancellor of the Exchequer was brave enough to 
om compensatien that compensation should be obtained 
or the farmer. The present Chancellor had a surplus, 
but whether he would like to spend it in attempting to 
stamp out tuberculosis was another matter. The first 
thing to do was to schedule the disease. That would be 
beginning at the source. If an attempt was made to 
stamp out the disease, not only in dairy stock but in all 
the stock in the country, it would certainly give a good 
deal of work to the present generation of veterinary sur- 
geons, though the tuture generations, the disease hav- 
ing been stamped out, might not benefit. 

Mr. HowarpD also su open Mr. Hunting’s resolution, 
believing that it heal made illegal to offer clinically 
tuberculous animals in markets as was frequently done. 
The Milk-hops Order would send them out of the 
dairies but not stop them going into the markets ; they 
would be sent to the cheap butcher, and that was highly 
undesirable. At the present moment a man could not 
be prosecuted for sending a clinically affected cow to the 
market unless it was a case of cruelty. 

Prof. MacQquEEN pointed out that Prof. Woodruff’s 
amendment had been carried, but not put as a substan- 
tive motion. On the occurrence of that event he pro- 

Mr. Hunting’s resolution should be moved as an 
amendment. 

Mr. Wixson said it would simplify matters if he 
withdrew his third resolution and allowed Prof. Wood- 
ruff’s substantive motion to be the proposition before the 
meeting. They were ali in favour of scheduling the 
disease, though unfortunately it did not come within the 
os of practical politics at the present time. 

r. HUNTING’s amendment was then put as an 
amendment to the substantive resolution moved by 
Prof. Woodruff, and carried, 16 voting for and 2 


against. 

Mr. Huntine then moved it as a substantive motion : 
“That this Society is of opinion that the time has 
arrived when tuberculosis in cattle should be scheduled 
under the Diseases of Animals Act, and that in addition 
to compulsory notification provision should be made for 
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ponghtet with compensation for all clinically diseased 
cattle.” 


Mr. ALMonD asked whether if the resolution was car- 
ried it negatived Prof. Woodruft’s 

The PRESIDENT ruled that it did not. 

Prof. Wooprurr did not see how the two resolutions 
were antagonistic at all. It seemed to him that if his 
resolution had been carried there would have been no 
harm in proceeding also with Mr. Hunting’s. 

Mr. Huntinc : But it was not ! 

Mr. WILson said for the simple reason that the mem- 
bers found themselves in a very anomalous position. 

Prof. MacqueeN said the fact remained that Mr. 
Hunting’s motion was gonaptod and carried against the 
motion by Prof. Woodruff. Mr. Hunting’s posal 
seemed to be acceptable to the majority. The other 
might be equally acceptable, but at the same time the 
technical difficulty arose that Prof. Woodruff’s motion 
had been defeated by Mr. Hunting’s motion being 
carried. 

Prof. WoopRUFF thenghe Mr. Hunting’s motion was 
not an amendment at all, but a quite distinct matter. 

Mr. Hunting said he had tried to show that it was a 
mistake to divide forces and recommend something 
which was probably impossible and am yo and that 
they ought to recommend a really logieal and straight 
resolution. 

Mr. Huntine’s resolution was then put as a substan- 
tive motion and carried unanimously. , 

The PrestpENT asked what was to be done with the 
resolution now it had been 

Prof. Wooprurr¥ thought Mr. Villar’s suggestion fora 
watching Committee was a good one. y 

Mr. VILLAR then moved “That the Council of this 
Society, together with three other members, of whom 
Mr. Ainsworth Wilson is one, shall form a Committee, 
having executive powers, to watch all Bills before Par- 
liament dealing with tuberculosis and the milk oo 
tion.” He thought the Committee should be able to 
take any action it deemed necessary. 

Prof. Wooprur¥ seconded. 

Prof. MAcQuEEN said the proposal was to entrust the 
management of the watching and taking necessary action 
in connection with the pro Bill to a Committee 
composed of the Council of the Association plus some 
ether members. The Committee could not act without 
an expenditure of energy, and energy required fuel in the 
shape of money. Was the Society going to entrust so 
much to any executive Committee he facts ought to 
come before the whole meeting. It was quite ~~! to 
call a special meeting and discuss the action to be taken; 
otherwise the Executive Committee might let the 
Society in for an expenditure of £50. He moved that 
the motion be not passed. 

Prof. Wooprurr said the Council had power to spend 
money now. 

Mr. Porcu said the Council had been entrusted with 
the spending of money for many years and they had 
never been accused of agunndanns it. 

There being no seconder to Prof. Macqueen’s amend- 
ment, Mr. Villar’s motion was put and carried nem. con. 

The three additional members appointed were Mr. 
Ainsworth Wilson, Prof. Woodruff, and Mr. Villar. 

The Presmpent asked what was to be done with Mr. 
Hestiage motion. 

Mr. Howarp thought that might be left to the Exe- 
cutive Committee to decide. 

Mr. Witson pro that Mr. Hunting’s motion 
should be sent to all the Veterinary Medical Societies 
in the country for consideration and endorsement, and 
that when replies bad been received from the Societies 
the resolution should be sent to the President of the 
Board of Agriculture. 

The SecrETARY pointed out that such a course would 
necessitate a delay of several months. ' 
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Mr. Huntine was inclined to support Mr. Wilson’s 
motion because he believed the veterinary profession re- 
quired educating up to some sort of unanimity on the 
question. He believed it would be injurious to send it 
to the Local Government Board, and no good to send it 
to the Board of Agriculture. He proposed that it 
should be dealt with by the Committee just appointed. 

Mr. Witson withdrew his own si tion, and, 
seconded Mr. Hunting’s proposition, which was agreed to 


- THE MILK AND MEAT SUPPLY. - 
By J. C. Coreman, M.R.C.V.S, 


_ Mr. President and Gentlemen,--When I chose the 
title of my paper 1 little dreamt of the task [ had under- 
taken ; as ed I found it was more suited for a 
two volume k. I therefore ask you to accept this 
attempt as a few notes to call for discussion upon an all 
important subject. ; 

rom time immemorial some sections of the people 
have been cognisant of the fact that certain meats were 
fit for human consumption, but that under certain con- 
ditions the same were rendered unfit. 

The Continental authorities appear to have been the 
first to take steps in the direction to prevent diseased 
meat bein for consumption by the human race. 
In early times the spiritual advisers appear to have 
acted in the capacity of meat inspectors. In the 8th 
century, Pope G ITI. forbade the eating of horse- 
flesh on the grounds that it caused impure blood and 
eruptions. 7 Zacharias also forbade the consump- 
tion of meat of diseased animals, as it was considered 
dangerous to health. In 1248 at Basel, a em as 
to the sale of meat in the market was made as follows :— 
“That they shall sell the cleanest and best meat in the 
highest and best located parts of the market, and in the 
common meat booths they shall sell the kind of meat 
which has been previously sold at such while un- 
clean meat, that jis entrails, tripe etc., ] be sold out- 


side the market. ‘ 
In the Augsburg Charter of 1276, they prescribed 
slaughtering in public slaughterhouses for cattle, sheep 
and calves, and also compulsory inspection, and a de- 
claration of diseased animals. In addition to a fine, 
severe punishment was meted out to those who broke 


~ of these laws. 

venture to suggest that our present English methods 
of inspection are almost as primitive as they were on the 
Continent seven or eight hundred years ago. Therefore, 
to those of us who know what goes on behind the 
scenes, nothing but the adoption of most stringent 
measures and severe punishment upon the violation of 
any of them will succeed in bringing us suddenly up to 
date with our Continental and American brethren of to- 


have been unable to discover any restrictions as to 
the sale of milk, except of mnch more recent date. Those 
laws which do exist appear to me to be inadequate, 
and even at that it is optional to the | authorities 
whether they adopt them or not. 

Nothing short of an universal law, administered by 

Local Government Board or some such oO 
can possibly be of any benefit to the country. I wou d 
suggest that we veterinary surgeons bestir ourselves in 
the matter, and by showing those in authority the nee 
we could be to them in framing practical laws—-practi 
and not unduly vexatious—we may be invited to assist 
them in their task, and so attain a position which should 
by right have been ours many years ago. 

Personally, I think there is a great field for research 
open as to what diseases are communicable from animals 
to man, or vice versa, not of necessity showing the same 
phases of the disease upon transmission. Many such 
are known, but I think the list capable of considerable 
augmentation when the sister profession fully i 


that our services are necessary to assist them to solve 
these problems. I think the majority of veterinary sur- 
geons bave shown too much apathy in public health 
matters, and, unless we are able to show how impracti- 
cable such a step would be, even now litigation will be 
in the direction to cleanse and purify diseased and dirty 
meat and milk, instead of preventing it from becoming 
in a condition to necessitate such treatment. 

Sanitary science and hygiene has done much in the 
past hundred years in reducing the death rate attribu- 
table to bad sanitation and overcrowding. But I believe 
I am right in saying that no marked decline has been 
noticeable for the past 30 years. In 1898 I notice that 
in England and Wales alone 60,139 deaths were regis- 
tered from tuberculosis of all forms and at all ages, or | 
to every 521 of the population. Nearly 50 per cent. of 
those deaths were found to be in infants under 1 year 
old ; tabes mesenterica being the form assumed. 

Does it not show great laxity in our regulations or 
their administration when a man can with impunity 
slaughter, with small fear of detection, a beast dying of 
some dire disease, such as anthrax, septicemia, pyzemia, 
tuberculosis, or quarter-ill, and dispose of the same for 
consumption by the human race. This, to the know- 
ledge a many country veterinary surgeons, is of frequent 
occurrence. The necessity of veterinary inspection is, 
therefore, most apparent. For none but the properly 
trained and fully qualitied M.R.C.V.S. could recognise 
many of these diseases in acarcase. _ 

Here is the stomach from a pig, the carcase of which 
to the ordinary Inspector of Nuisances would have ap- 
peared healthy, but upon examination glands in all 
parts of the body were found to be tuberculous. - You 
will observe that neither the mucous or serous mem- 
brane of this stomach would lead you to suspect the 
conditions existing in the underlying tissues. llinger 
in 1876, emphasised the fact that septicemia and 
pyemia of our food animals are more important from a 
public health ene than anthrax or glanders, since 
the former are much more frequent than the latter, and 
further, their toxins are not destroyed by nS Many 
outbreaks of meat poisoning have been recorded on the 
— by Bollinger, the following are a few of 

em :— 

1. In 1867, at Fluntern, Switzerland, 27 people be- 
came ill from eating the flesh of a calf which was suffer- 
ing from joint-ill. One patient, who had eaten large 
quantities of the liver, died, and others recovered slowly, 
taking 2 to 10 weeks. 

2. In 1874, at Bregenz, 5] people were affected, either 
immediately or in 11 to 48 hours after partaking of the 
meat or broth made of it from a cow, emergency slaugh- 
tered, 5 days after parturition, which retained decom- 

placenta. 

3. In 1886, at Ludwig-Shafen-Hemshof, 97 persons be- 
came ill, all of whom had purchased sausages from the 
same butcher. An official investigation showed that 
this butcher had emergency slaughtered a cow during 
the night, which had been under treatment for three 
weeks with retained placenta and maledorous discharge 
from the uterus. 

4. In 1891, at Piesenham, a number of persons be- 
came ill from eating blood and liver sausages from an 
emergency slaughtered cow affected with cystitis, enteri- 
tis, and gastritis. It was slaughtered under the super- 
vision of a butcher appointed as inspector, who declared 
the meat edible in spite of the before mentioned condi- 
tions. 

I much t that I have to go to the Continent for 
these statistics, as undoubtedly a number of similar cases 
have occurred in the British Isles, but have either failed 
to be recorded or recognised owing to the necessity of 
veterinary assistance. Two cases, however, which are 
probably well known to all of you, have been recorded, 


realise ' viz., the one at Welbeck in July, 1880, when over 72 
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people became affected after eating beef and ham sand- 
wiches on the occasion of a sale on the Duke of Port- 
land’s estate ; and the second in February, 1881, at Not- 
tingham, which was similar in nature to the first named. 
I have failed, however, to discover from what disease 
the animals were suffering, who provided the meat, as 
was done in each case I cited as occurring upon the 
Continent. 

Sausages are a medium through which meat, too 
diseased for any other purpose, may be and is disposed 
of, detection being almost impossible. You must there- 
fore render it impossible for these unprincipled persons 
to obtain meat other than that duly inspected and 
stamped for the purpose of sausage making. 

I think I may spare you the tedium of enumerating the 
diseases at present known to communicate disease to 
the human race by consuming the flesh or milk of 
diseased animals. The t question at issue is, how 
are we to remedy the existing evils ? 

The U.S. anthorities appear to have adopted very 
stringent measures in the inspection of meat food pro- 
ducts, and many of the other American States are fol- 
lowing their example. 

In September, 1907, I was asked to undertake the 
ante and post-mortem examination of a number of pigs 
each week, which were intended for America when made 
into bacon. It necessitated my interviewing the U.S. 
Consul, as we have no corresponding officer appointed in 
England answering their requirements. The Consul, 
however, accepted my certificate. 

The following are acceptable forms of certificates :— 

1. I hereby certify: that the shipment of [kind of 
meat] consigned by to and designated by 
[distinguishing marks] is the product of [kind of animals] 
which by ante-mortem and post-mortem veterinary in- 
spection were shown to be free from disease and suitable 
for food, and that the meat has not been treated with 
chemical preservatives or other foreign substance injur- 
ious to health. 

2. I kereby certify that the meat-product factory of 
the firm of --—— is located in the meat-inspection dis- 
trict of the pensions of ——— ; that the animals killed 
in that establishment are subjected to competent official 
veterinary ante-mortem and post-mortem inspections ; 
that all of the meat sold by that firm is the product of 
animals free from disease ; and that all meat and meat- 
food products of that firm are free from chemical pre- 
servatives or other foreign substances injurious to 
health. 

All went well for a time, when suddenly we were 
acquainted that my certificate was valueless in their 
eyes, and had it not been for the intervention of our 
Government, who, I believe, undertook to guarantee 
my competency for the duty, the bacon produced by the 
firm in question would have been refused admission 
into many of the American States. 

Almost similar restrictions apply in many places on 
the Continent. This being so, it makes matters much 
easier for us. With regard to imported meat food pro- 
ducts, we must demand a certificate of inspection cor- 
responding to the inspection we shall demand in our 
own country. Many methods of inspection are in vogue, 
most of which you, are doubtless conversant with. 
Whichever method be adopted, stamping or branding 
of all careases which pass inspection must be insisted 
upon, 

At the Royal Sanitary Institute Congress beld at 
Bristol in-1906, I was instrumental in getting the follow- 
ing amended resolution passed: “That this Conference 
of Sanitary Inspectors urges the Council of the Royal 
Sanitary Institute to make strong and early represen- 
tation to the Local Government Board, to obtain powers 
to compel local sanitary authorities (a) to provide 

blic abattoirs ; (4) to abolish private slaughterhouses ; 
A} to provide for adequate meat inspection ; (d) to en- 


force stamping of all meat, which has passed in- 
spection.” 

The Council decided to approve and adopt this reso- 
lution, and have sent it to the Local Government Board. 

Ante-mortem examinations are necessary, as they 
often reveal diseases and conditions unattended by 
macroscopical lesions in the carcase, and they Dee 
the emergency slaughter of diseased animals. All 
diseased or suspected animals should be branded, and 
should the p.m. reveal no lesions upon which to con- 
demn the carcase, it should be passed and stamped in 
the approved manner. To the expert, thisis not a diffi- 
cult task, when the case be a moderately bad one, but 
considerable judgment is needed when it is on the 
border-line, good or bad. 

The U.S. Bureau of Animal Industry, set forth in 
their regulations the principal conditions under which 
the carcase is to be condemned, and include the follow- 
ing :—Generalised or extensive Tuberculosis, Anthrax, 
Hog Cholera, Swine Plague, Septiceemia, and Pyemia, 
advanced Scabies and Actinomycosis, Inflammation of 
the Lungs, Pleura, Intestines, and Peritoneum, R»bies, 
advan pregnancy or recent parturition, any disease 
or injury causing Pyrexia or otherwise rendering the 
flesh unwholesome. 

Those organs or portions of carcases which are badly 
bruised, affected with cancer, actinomycosis, tubercu- 
losis, malignant tumour, suppurating sores, abscess, 
tapeworm cysts, immature or unborn animals, anemic 
or emaciated animals, distemper, glanders, farey, acute 
inflammatory lameness, extensive fistula, etc., etc. Hogs 
affected with certain skin diseases are usually passed 
after the skin has been removed. 

The destruction of the carcases or parts thereof is 
carried out under the supervision of an official. 

Great danger to public health exists in the numer- 
ous ill-smelling and unclean private slaughter-houses 
which exist, especially in rural places, which are rarely 
inspected, and where slaughtering goes on at any hour 
of the day or night which may be convenient to those 
concerned. Killing should therefore only be allowed in 
such places upon certain days and between certain hours 
to enable the inspector to be present, and in no case 
should the evisceration of carcases be allowed to take 
+> ‘before his arrival. All slaughter-houses should 

licensed and come up to a prescribed sanitaty 
and hygienic standard. j 

I am strongly in favour of public abattoirs where 
practicable, and that they should be outside the city, 
thereby promoting its sanitary conditions and facilitating 
the reduction of the unedible portions of the offal into 
an inoffensive article of commerce. I would also sug- 
gest that in the case of a tubercular carcase a definite 
decision be arrived at as to what extent the carcase may 
be affected and yet be considered fit for human con- 
sumption. The Royal Commission on Tuberculosis, ‘n 
the report which they made in 1898, referred to the 
degree of tubercular disease which should cause a car- 
vase or part thereof to be seized. They stated as 
follows :— 

“We are of the opinion that the following princi- 
ples should be observed in the inspection of tubercular 
carcases of cattle : 

The entire carcase and all the organs may be seized : 
(a) When there is miliary tuberculosis of both lungs. 
(4) When tuberculous lesions are present on the pleura 
and peritoneum. (c) When tuberculous lesions are 
present in the muscular system or in the lymphatic 
glands, embedded in or between the muscles. (d) 
When tuberculous lesions exist in any part of an 
emaciated carcase. 

The carcase of an otherwise healthy animal shall not 
be condemned, but every part of it containing tuber- 
culous lesions shall be seized: (a) When the lesions 
are confined to the lungs, and the thoracic lymphatic 
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(6) When the lesions are confined to the liver. 
c) When the lesions are confined to the pharyngeal 
lymphatic glands. (d) When the lesions are confined to 
any combination of the foregoing, but are collectively 
small in extent. 

In view of the greater tendency to generalisation of 
tubereulosis in the pig, we consider that the presence 
of tuberculous deposit in any degree should involve 
seizure of the whole carcase and of the organ. 

In respect of foreign dead meat, seizure shall ensue 
in every case where the pleura has been stripped.” 

I think you will all agree that the time has arrived 
when the — will not be satisfied with any other in- 
spection than that of a fully qualified M.R.C.V.S. or 
other recognised veterinary body. 

I would ae the compulsory registration of deaths 
from disease of cattle, sheep, and pigs, and when they 
have been attended by a veterinary surgeon he should 
give, free of charge, a certificate as to the cause of death; 
an officer to be _——— in each district who shall be 
held responsible for the proper disposal of the carcases, 
so that it shall be impossible for any of the flesh to find 
its way into the sausage maker’s hands, or other person 
who would dispose of it for human consumption. If no 
veterinary surgeon has attended the animal, I would 
suggest that one be called upon to make a p.m., and to 
receive a small fee for so doing, except in cases where 
the cause of death is palpable to anyone. 

This method would have a two-fold purpose, firstly, 
by making it impossible to dispose of di , un- 
stamped, and uninspected meat, in the form of sausages, 
faggots, or other form of manufactured meats. Secondly, 
it would considerably assist the Board of Agriculture in 
ee ge out many contagious diseases, deaths from 
which often occur, the carcases are dis of for 
human consumption, and of course no notification given 
to the authorities as demanded. 

The use of cow’s milk, as an article of diet, especially 
for invalids and children, has been on the increase for 
some years. In the case of children, a very large per- 
centage are now brought up from birth on cow’s milk 
in its raw state, the mothers of to-day being too much 
occupied in other ways to afford the time and tie of 
suckling their children as they used to do. The necessity, 
therefore, of the cow’s milk being clean, pure, and free 
from disease germs must be apparent to all of you, 
that is, if the coming generations are to escape the 
sowing of disease in their systems in infancy. Con- 
elusive evidence is plentiful that milk is often the 
cause of outbreaks of typhoid, scarlatina, tuberculosis, 
infantile diarrhoea, and probably other diseases 
at present not traced to this cause. The transmission 
of tnberculosis appears to occur through the alimentary 
tract, in most cases. 

Many of you are aware of the terrible’ conditions 
under which our milk is produced in many country 
places. To those of you who are unenlightened, I am 
afraid no words of mine could possibly convey to you a 
true description. You must see it for yourselves. 
city child, upon a visit in the country, said to the little 
daughter of the farmer with whom she was staying. “I 
cannot think however you can drink milk from those 
filthy, dirty cows. We always have ours from nice clean 
cans in town.” I am afraid that many of our legis- 
lators upon the milk question, in the past, have been 
very much in the position of this poor little innocent 
London child. 

Suffice it to say that in many places the cows are kept 
tied up during the winter in low, narrow, insanitary 
sheds, the same that probably existed three hundred 
years ago, when cows were milked from about April to 
October only, for the purpose of cheese and butter 
making. They then ran loose in the fields, coming intothe 
yards only for the purpose of milking them. These same 
sheds are nowin many places closed by means of sheets of 


galvanized iron, or large doors on their open side, and 
no other ventilation provided. The inside of these sheds 
are hot and stuffy ; the cows tied to a crib—about 4 feet 
apart, with a gangway at the back of them, often not 
more than 24 feet wide. The floor covered with feces 
and urine, 2 to 4 inches — in which the cows hind 
uarters and udders lay when the animal is resting. 
h day more and more of this filth becomes attached 
and dried on the hind quarters and udders, as the cows 
are never groomed in such places. Many of the men 
who milk them are in a corresponding dirty condition, 
probably wearing one smock frock made of sacking, for 
months at a time, the arms of which are coated thickly 
with fzeces and the splashes from the milk. The mens’ 
hands are also covered with the same material, obtained 
from the udders in the act of milking. It being thought 
nocessary in our district to wet these hands with milk 
from time to time, you can see this with some of the 
filth trickle off their hands into the milk in the bucket. 
The top of this milk presents any hue from light green 
to nearly black. Now can you possibly conceive a better 
method for the dissemination of disease, if present, or 
conditions better calculated to nurture and propagate 
tuberculosis among the herds. 

I believe that in some counties, it is the custom to 
milk with a dry hand. If this be practicable, I should 
think it by far the cleanest means of extracting the 
milk from the udder. 

_The outcry at present is, how to remedy these con- 
ditions? Pasteurization of milk has been suggested. 
But whilst the process may destroy bacillus tuber- 
culosis, I ask, do all other deleterious germs share the 
same fate? Further, are the products, toxins, etc., of 
these germs rendered harmless by the process? In any 
case, I think it would be wiser and better to adopt 
measures that would produce clean, pure and undis- 
eased milk, rather than submit the bad milk tc any 
—— to render it better, I. won’t say “ good,” for 

uman consumption. 

I would suggest that we have stringent laws to remedy 
the evil, as farmers as a rule are far too pigheaded and 
conservative in these matters to alter their present 
system unless compelled to do so. 

I am somewhat sceptical as to the advantages said to 
be gained by keeping cows tied up in warm houses dur- 
ing the winter months. In my opinion, the cows would 
be healthier and cleaner if adequate shed room were 
arranged in a quadrangle, with a yard in centre, and the 
cows allowed to lay loose, than under any system of 
tying up. But should my opinion be wrong, and it is 
considered necessary to tie cows up in closed sheds, it 
will be necessary in a large majority of the cow sheds, | 
to rebuild them ee sanitary and hygienic principles, 
the yards and sheds to be properly drained : all manure 
heaps to be far removed from the milking sheds: the 
cows to be groomed at least once daily, and the udders 
cleansed if necessary, each time before the cow is milked. 
The milkmen to be wy with a clean smock frock, 
at least once a week, and impressed that their hands 
must be clean before they start to milk, and I would 
suggest that some responsibility be laid npon them and 
some slight punishment inflicted upon failure to obey 
this order. No person suffering from or having been in 
contact with any contagious disease to be allowed to 
have anything to do with the milk or the milking cows. 
The cooling house to be erected upon proper sanitary 
principles, and provided with a pure supply of water for 
the pur of washing and cleansing the dairy utensils. 
There should also be a periodical inspection made of the 
cows, sheds and yard by a qualified veterinary surgeon, 
and of the man employed by a medical officer. 

I would insist upon the testing of all cows with tuber- 
culin, whose milk, or the butter or cheese made there- 
from, was intended for human consumption. Upon 
passing the test the cows should be branded upon the 
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horns, or in the case of Poll Angus upon the feet, with 
a cypher mark known ouvly to veterinary inspectors who 
ae keep a record of all testings, and by so doing 
could at any time detect any fraud or substitution. The 
date of testing, result, age and description of the 
animal should be noted. Those animals reacting to the 
test should be branded with an universal brand, recog- 
nisable by anyone. 

The farmer must necessarily obtain a better price for 
his milk than now, to enable him to employ more labour 
to fulfil these requirements. The money saved by our 
Dairy Companies, when the present expensive process 
of cleansing the milk can be dispensed with, will pro- 
bably be devoted to the giving of a better price for 
the clean article. 

We have in our hands a most reliable diagnostic | 
agent, in tuberculin, to assist us in distinguishing the | 
diseased from the healthy, if the operation be properly | 
oy mapa I have known instances, however, where | 

he busy or careless country procisenes has not carried | 
out the test in a professional manner, with the result | 
that both they and their client look upon tuberculin as | 
a fraud. Within the past month I know of an instance 
where an M.R.C.V.S. took the temperature of the cows 
and injected them at 7 p.m., and did not take the tem- 

rature or cause it to be taken again until 9 a.m. the 
ollowing morning. Now what reliance can be placed 
in a testing of this kind: it only tends to hold the 
test up to ridicule by laymen. 

I am in favour of the immediate expulsion from the 
dairy, and branding of all cows reactirg to the test, or 
otherwise considered by the veterinary inspector to be 
in such a diseased condition as to render their milk 
harmful. I would also give compensation in all cases 
where the animal was slaughtered. 

I would also snggest that proper accommodation 
be provided by the railway companies at stations to 


which milk is brought, instead of as now, allowing | 


the churns, containing the milk, to stand exposed to all 
weathers, often for 2 or 3 hours, awaiting the trains by 
which they are to be despatched 

Any regulations which may be enforced, especially 
with regard to the cleaner conditions of the cows, must 
come into force between July Ist and Sept. Ist of the 
year, as if it be in the winter months, nothing short of 
porking the poor beasts would remove the filth which 
would have accumulated upon their udders and hind 
quarters. Further, it would assist the farmer in mak- 
September contract. 

he importation of dairy products (I now allude to 

milk and cream) is of far greater importance than per- 

rhaps many of you are aware. Doubtless the follow- 
Ing statistics, kindly given me by our courteous Secre- 
tary to the Board o Kedclinen will be interesting to 
you. 
During the month of January last the total quantity 
of fresh milk imported was 422 cwts., of cream 854 
ewts., of milk preserved (other than separated) 280 _ 
of milk preserved (separated) 1095 ewt., and conden 
milk 87,063 cwt. This means that about 3,036,370 
= of milk were imported during Jan. in the forms 

fore mentioned. 

Now it is very palpable that any regulations we ma 
adopt with regard to our dairy products at home will 
be worse than useless, unless we have a satisfactory 
guarantee that the imported dairy products are the pro- 
duce from cows subjected to the same regulations that 
we ourselves demand, otherwise we shall be playing 
into the hands of the foreigner, by only crippling our 
own industries in these articles. 

I trust that my paper has not proved wearisome to 
you, and that I have succeeded in giving you some 
matter worthy of discussion. 

A vote of thanks was accorded to the President, 


and the meeting 
ucH A. MacCormack, Hon. Sec’ 


DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 to 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 
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Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, April 28, 1908. 
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Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, April 22, 1908, 
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Diseases communicable between Man and 
Animals. 


The Board have issued the following circular, dated 
20th March, 1908, to local authorities in Great Britain : 


Sir 

f am directed by the Board of Agriculture and Fish- 
eries to state, for the information of your Local 
Authority, that instances have been brought to the 
notice of the Board from time to time of the occurrence 
in the human subject of cases of anthrax, glanders, and 
hydrophobia, in which the facts suggested that infection 
had conveyed from an animal or its carcase to 
man. In view of the communicability of these three 
diseases between inau and animals, the rd have been 
in correspondence with the Local Government Boards 
for England and Scotland as to the desirability of mak- 
ing some general ment so that local authorities 
under the Diseases of Animals Acts, 1894 to 1903, may 
be notified of the occurrence of any cases in which an 
a under those Acts might with advantage be insti- 
tu 


As a result of this correspondence the Local Govern- 
ment Boards for England and Scotland have now issued 
circulars to the public health authorities suggesting that 
medical officers of health should be invited to communi- 
cate particulars of any cases or suspected cases of the 
kind which may come to their knowledge to the clerk 
of the local authority under the Diseases of Animals 
Acts of the district concerned. Notification in the oppo- 
site direction, ¢.e., from the local authority under the 
Diseases of Animals Acts to the medical officer of health, 
is already required under Article 1 (3) of the Anthrax 
Order of 1899, and under Article 3 (3) of the Glanders or 
Farcy Order of 1907. 

In proposing this arrangement, the Board had in view 
the necessity for discovering by every possible means 
cases of disease in animals which might otherwise re- 
main undetected, and they would be glad if your local 
authority would cause inquiry to be made forthwith and 
take any necessary action under either of the two 
Orders of the Board above-mentioned, or under the 
Rabies Order of 1897 as amended by the Order of 
1906, or under the Importation of Order of 1901, 
whenever information supplied by a medical officer of 

th suggests that cases of disease have not been re- 
ported and dealt with as those Orders require. 

The Board trust that in this manner future cases of 
any of the three diseases in question, either in man or in 
animals, will be reduced in number and their evil effects 


mi .—I am, etc., 
. H. Exnsort, Secretary. 
—-Phe Journal of the Board of Agriculture. _ 


Action for Professional Negligence. 


At the Holbeach Sagny! Court on Saturday, April 4, 
before his Honour Sir G. Sherston Baker, Bart., a case 
was heard in which Charles Henry Bowser, farmer and 
landowner, Bingham Lodge, Hol h Marsh, claimed 
from Joseph Sheffield, veterinary surgeon, M.R.C.V.S., 
Holbeach, the sum of £50 damages in respect of the 
death of a five-year-old cart mare, which died on Jan. 6, 
and which defendant had attended. . 
There was a counter-claim of £14 12s. 6d., of which 
£11 17s. 6d. was in respect of veterinary attendance on 
plaintiff's stock in the year 1907, and £2 15s. in respect 
of professional attendance upon the mare in question. 
itr. Freeman Barrett, instructed by Mr. W. Gane, of 
Boston, ap for plaintiff, and Mr. T. H. Walker, 
*instructed by Mr. S. B. Carnley, of Alford, was for de- 
fendant. 


Mr. Freeman Barrett, in opening the case for plaintiff, 
eaid the mare was a 60, but the claim wh £50 


j only. Of the counter-claim they admitted the portion 


for attendance in 1907. As tothe £2 15s., £1 1s., was 
in respect of the post-mortem examination, which de- 
fendant attended on his own account entirely, and for 
his own satisfaction. Proceeding, learned counsel said 
this was an action of a very important character, be- 
cause it was charging a veterinary surgeon with negli- 

nce in the exercise of his profession. His client had 

rought this action with very great reluctance, but he 
thought His Honour would say when he had heard the 
story from the outset to the end, that the circumstances 
were of a very unusual character, and defendant made 
a muddle of the whole case, by reason of which, and 
solely by reason of which, defendant lost a valuable 
animal. 

Plaintiff gave evidence that when defendant came on 
Monday, December 30, the mare was straining, and he 
said he considered she was suffering from passing gall- 
stones. On Friday, January 3, the mare was wo 
and he spas defendant to visit her, but he did not 
come. itness, therefore, sent for Mr. Willows. The 
mare died on Monday, January 6. At the post-mortem 
examination on that ~~ A it was discovered that the 
bowels were impacted with food, and the mare had died 
of stoppage. Witness asked for the gall-stones to be 

roduced, but the defendant never made any reply. 
itness said that he would hold defendant cupundile. 

Mr. Walker cross-examined the witness as to de- 
fendant’s previous attendance upon his age 
stock. He denied that he said in the Chequers Hote 
that he was well satisfied with defendant. 

Mr. Walker: You were anxious that Mr. Sheffield 
should keep his bills down ?!—Yes, sir. 

Didn’t yor say when you first employed him, “ Look 
ee Sheffield, no great bills, you know?”—I don’t 

now. 

Did you impress on him he was not to run np big 
bills ?”—No. 

Witness admitted he objected to his first bill, and got 
something off. ; 

Mr. Walker: Under those circumstances you would 
hardly expect him to go to your place without instruc- 
tions !—No, certainly not. 

Did you tell Mr. Sheffield this mare was subject to 
scouring !—I might have done. 

On the Sat when he got to the mare, was she 
scouring then {—No, I don’t think so. 

Will you swear she was not !—-No, sir, | can’t ‘swear 


that. 
Shall we call her “ tucked up” then ?—Yes, sir. 
She was “tucked up,” and was she at that time purg- 


ing 0. 
ad she been purging !— Yes, a day or two before. 

Witness added that defendant did suggest coming on 
the Sunday, but he (witness) told him not to come till 
Monday, and he would let him know how the mare was. 

B pe ence with regard to what he had said as to 

gall-stones, plaintiff said he was not aware there were 
no such things in horses. Defendant did not tell him 
he suspected bladder trouble, but he did nake an exam- 
ination of the bladder in witness’s presence. He did 
not say that he could not find any stone in the bladder 
or anything wrong with the bladder. He said that he 
thought she was passing gall-stones. At that examina- 
tion the mare was not still scouring, and she was not 
suffering from diarrhoea. At the post-mortem witness 
said he should bring an action against defendant. 

Mr. Walker: Didn’t he say this to you, “Go ahead 
then ; you have never agreed with a veterinary surgeon 

et, and never paid a bill smiling ?— Witness that 

might have done. 

Is it true you have never witha veterinary sur- 
geon yet !— Witness replied that he had. 
Did you pay these people smiling !—There are differ- 
ent degrees of smiling. 


| = 
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Matthew Gee, horseman for plaintiff, said when de- 
fendant first came to attend the mare he told witness 
to give her flour and water, and that they were to give 
her nothing but dry food. On Monday defendant said 
the mare was ng gall-stones. He mentioned nothing 
about peritonitis or bladde- trouble. Defendant pro- 
mised to send some drinks by his master’s trap on Tues- 
day, but he did not do so, and on that day he said, 
“She will be no better till she gets these gall stones 
dissolved so that she can pass them.” Witness bore out 
plaintiff’s evidence and Mr. Barrett’s statement as to 
what at the post-mortem. Nothing was then 
said about peritonitis or bladder trouble.—Cross-exam- 
ined by Mr. Walker: The horse was not subject to 
scouring. She was a bit loose at times. She was not 
obviously suffering from diarrhoea on the Saturday. De- 
fendant did not tell him not to give her any hard stuff. 
Defendant brought some drinks on Wednesday night, 
but witness should have given her another drink on 
Wednesday morning, but had not got one, as defendant 
did not send the drinks by the trap. 

George Wallis, shepherd and garthman for plaintiff, 
said when defendant visited the mare on Wednesday, 
January Ist, it was five o’clock, and quite dark. De- 
fendant was only in the box about two minutes, and did 
not have a light.—Cross-examined, witness admitted 
defendant said he should not call —~ till Friday or 
Saturday, but if the mare went back they were to let 
him know at once. 

George Thomas Willows, M.R.C.V.8., Long Sutton, 
said when he visited the mare on Friday, February 3rd, 
she was then in a critical condition. His diagnosis of 
the case was one of pure impaction of the bowels. At 
the post-mortem defendant did not say much to him as 
to the cause of death, but did notdispute. The bladder 
and liver were examined, and were both normal. Death 
was due to stop . Mr. Bowser said to defendant, 
“That is the cause of death (pointing to the stoppage) 
There are no gall-stones.” Detendant said, “ Don’t you 
think Iam able to diagnose impaction in a mare. This 
mare never had anything of this when I saw her on the 


_ Wednesday.” Witness said there was no evidence of 


ritonitis. Having regard to the condition in which 

e found the mare it would not be proper to give dry 
food nor flour and water.—Cross-examined : If a mare 
was scouring badly it would be a proper thing to give 
her flonr and water. The treatment descri b 
counsel as given by defendant weuld be right in such a 
case. If the mare was straining badly, bladder trouble 
might be suspected. Stoppage might set in at any hour, 
but he could not say when it set in in this case. He 
would be rather inclined to doubt that it was possible 
the stoppage set in on Wednesday night, January 1st, 
but he would not say it was impossible. 

Mr. Walker: Is it not possible that the stoppage 
might have commenced on Wednesday afternoon or 
evening ‘—It could not set in without the mare eating 
something more. If she had eaten heartily it might 
set in. 

Alfred David Lalor, M.R.C.V.S., Sleaford, gave ex- 
pert evidence. 

Prof. W. Owen Williams, F.R.C.V.S., F.R.S.E., a 
Member ot the Council of Royal College of Veterinary 
Surgeons, an Ex-President of the same College, and at 
present a Professor of Veterinary Surgery and Medicine 
at Liverpool University, said stoppage in the bowels 
was acommon thing. Straining was a symptom indi- 
cative of some obstruction. Diarrhcea might be followed 
by impaction. The witness gave further technical evi- 
dence.—-Cross-examined, witness said Mr. Sheffield was 
formerly a pupil of his, He was an honours man, gained 
medals, and was a good, bright student. He could not 
for a moment think that defendant would imagine a 
case was one of gall-stones. 


Tue DEFENCE. 


Mr. Walker, for the defence, said his client did not 
treat the horse for stoppage. What of defendant’s skill ? 
They had it that defendant was a student under Prof. 
Williams and a good student, and not only that, but he 
was an honours man, and had also taken five medals. 
Therefore, they had a person who was supplied with 
requisite knowledge. A man when he undertook a case 
must not only possess that knowledge, but must bring 
it to bear upon the case, and also a reasunable degree 
of diligence and skill as well. Was it proved by plain- 
tiff there was any lack of skill or diligence in what 
defendant did in attendance upon the animal. AP 
parently his learned friend be his case both ways. He 
said defendant did not send the right medicine, did not 
attend to the case |well, and he also brought an alle- 
gation of laxity and carelessness. How did the case 
stand? Defendant knew plaintiff was a man not fond 
of paying, and when he went on the Saturday he asked 
if he should come on Sunday, and plaintiff tld him 
not todo so. He submitted that defendant attended 
to the animal, and came when sent for, and that there 
was no negligence in the yoraeny | of the medicine, all 
the peeeey drinks being taken by defendant. On the 
Wednesday he was satisfied the mare was going on all 
right, but he left instructions, “If the mare goes k 
at all send for me at once.” Was it his fault that the 
only man left to deal with him did not deliver that 
message? Was it to be attributed to Mr. Sheffield or to 
the man, who was the employer of the agent who re- 
ceived the message, that it was never acted upon? Mr. 
Sheffield said he should not come till Friday or Satur- 
day, but if the mare went back they were to send for 
him. It was monstrous for anyone to come there and 
seek to ruin this young man, and for him to be charged 
with this serious matter of negligence in his professional 
duties, on such facts. That was what he had to say as 
to the question of attendance. What about the rest of 
the negligence? That, papain to his friend, was 
that they did not treat this horse for stoppage. From 
first to last they admitted that, because doing the best 
they could, and in the best exercise of their judgmen 
they could not see it was a case of stoppage. They di 
not diagnose it as a case of stoppage. They diagnosed 
it as something which was not stoppage, but which 


y|might lead to stoppage, and so far from it being 


proved their diagnosis was wrong, the evidence went to 
prove it was right. He would call before His Honour 
gentlemen of high repute in the veterinary world, who 
would tell His Honour that they would have done in like 
circumstances no other than defendant did. As to the 
suggestion that defendant diagnosed gall-stones, that was 
absolutely ridiculous, for one of the first things a 
student learned was that there were no such things 
in a horse. 

Defendant said he was a member of the Royal Col- 
lege of nda | Surgeons, and had been a pupil of 
Prof. Williams. He was an honours man, and took five 
medals for surgery, meat inspection, stable management, 
the best communication read before the Society, and 
another subject. He had never heard of gall-stones in 
horses. When plaintiff asked him to attend this horse 
he said she was scouring, and that she scoured at work. 
Witness went to her and she was suffering from acute 
diarrhcea. He left some medicine, and ordered flour 
gruel to be given her, and an emulcent. He told the 
man to ge her no hard stuff, bnt soft food. He sug 
gested he should come on “ey 5 but plaintiff said, 
“Don’t come in the morning, and I will let you know 
how she is going on on Monday.” On Monday he 
received a wire, and went down. The mare was strain- 
ing. This suggested bladder trouble, but on examina- 


tion he could net detect any bladder trouble. At that 
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time the diarrhcea was slightly better, but had not dis- 
ap) . On Tuesday morning the mare was a good 
deal better. He left medicine to last till he went again 
on Wednesday. On Wednesday evening he went again, 


and the horse was convalescent, and her pulse normal. 


He left a message that the mare was going on all right 
and he should not come again till Friday or Saturday, 
but if she went back the plaintiff was to let him know. 
He did not go on Friday, and on Saturday he heard Mr. 
Willows had been sent for. On Monday plaintiff's son 
came and said his father wanted witness to. go to the 
post-mortem. At the post-mortem Mr. Bowser said he 
should take action for negligent treatment against wit- 
ness, and witness told him to “Goahead. You have 
never agreed with a veterinary surgeon yet, and never 
paid a bill smiling.” Witness did not diagnose this case 
as a case of impaction at all, and there were no signs of 
it at all when he first saw the animal. He diagnosed it 
as acute diarrhvea. After the post-mortem he was still 
of the same opinion as to what was the matter on Dec. 
28th, and the stoppage he saw on January 6th certainly 
occurred between the Wednesday and Friday. There 
was no stoppage up to the time he last attended the 
case, and the remedies he gave were not for stoppage. 
He was still of opinion they were the right remedies to 
give on what he saw. 

Cross-examined : He did not tell Gee the mare was 
to have dry food only— chaff and oats. He told Gee she 
was to have no hard food. He did not agree that strain- 
ing was one of the most common symptoms of impac- 
tion. He denied that he ever mentioned gall-stones. 
The stones he suggested were bladder-stones or calculi, 
and they had mistaken the words gravel-stones into gall- 
stones. He examined the bladder, and found no stones. 

Mr. Barrett: When Mr. Bowser said at the post-mor- 
tem “Now find the gall-stones,” why didn’t yon say, 
“What do you mean? I never said anything of the 
kind.”—I did not say anything. 

His Honour: But why !—I had seen the bowels and 
I saw the acute peritonitis, and I was content as regards 
the cause of death. 

Well, but surely when this man was asking a question 
why should you turn away and not answer at all.— 
don’t remember the occasion of his asking this question 


at all. 

Mr. Barrett : Why, when this charge was being made 
against you, didn’t you say as a professional man, 
“ What do you mean ?”—I didn’t say anything. 

Why didn’t _ point out to Willows the animal had 
peritonitis —The thing was patent to anyone. 

I put it to you that if you had shown the skill and 
care of Mr. Willows you must have diagnosed stoppage ? 
—No, the two things were distinct. 

In further cross-examination witness said.that at the 
visit he paid on Wednesday, January Ist, there was 
enough light for his purposes. He took the mare’s 
— oy found she looked cheerful, and was going on 

right. 

Walter Geo. Dickinson, F.R.C.V.S., of Boston, and 
President of the Lincolnshire Veterinary Medical Asso- 
ciation, said he had heard the evidence by Mr. Sheffield, 
and the treatment which he meted out to the animal. 
He thought his treatment consistent with the symptoms. 
Stoppage did not exist when Mr. Sheffield first saw the 
aninal, from the symptoms described. 

Win. Clarke Watts, M.R.C.V.S., Billingborough, and 
formerly of Holbeach, and Frank Eve, M.R.C.V.S., of 
Louth, Veterinary Inspector for the parts of Lindsey 
and the Borough of Louth, both said that supposing 
defendant’s diagnosis was right they approved of his 
treatment. They considered the diagnosis correct. 

John Penberthy, who was for over a quarter of a 
century Professor of Veterinary Science at the Royal 
Veterinary College, had been President of the Royal 
College of Veterinary Surgeons, said supposing defen- 


dant’s diagnosis right he agreed with the treatment. 
His diagnosis, according to the description, was correct, 
as the animal was snffering from diarrhea, and should 
be treated for it. 

Mr. Barrett addressed the Court on behalf of plaintiff, 
and submitted there was abundant evidence to show 
that not only had Mr. Sheffield shown deplorable want of 
skill, but had been very careless also in the exercise of 
his profession. 

is Honour said he could not help feeling what they 
must all feel, that this was a case of very grave import- 
ance toa young man like defendant, who was in- 
ning his career. Nevertheless, grieved as he wes, 
he was bound to give a vernict against him, and he 
found with very deep regret that the defendant wrongly 
diagnosed this mire, and that she suffered from stop- 
page. Assuming the animal had been suffering from 
peritonitis, which he believed defendant believed, it 
was but just to say defendant would have been treating 
it correctly. The story of gallstones was evidently 
purely a mistake for gravel stones. In face of the diag- 
nosis he had the painful duty of giving a verdict 
against defendant for £50, and with regard to the 
counter claim he found for defendant £12 18s. 6d. 

We understand there was a desire on detendant’s part 
to appeal, but no appeal is possible.—7he Lincolnshire 
Free Press. 


No Vivisection for Dogs. 
N.B.— The Editor does not hold himself responsible for 
the opinions of his correspondents. 
To the Editor of Tue Crvit Service GaZzerre. 


Sir,—The keen interest now taken in vivisection, and 
the rapidly increasing demand for information on the 
subject, make it very desirable to place a true picture 
of it before the public. 

Vivisection is the torture—prolonged and terrible— 
of dogs and other animals, who are strapped down on 
operating tables, stretched, strained, and distorted by 
elaborate, powerful machinery, muzzled, gagged, kept 


I| motionless by curari (not an anesthetic), which para- 


lyses all movement and prevents them from crying or 
moaning, but greatly intensifies their suffering, render- 
ing them, as a veterinary surgeon said, “ powerless to 
resist their cowardly torturers.” Thus defenceless, they 
are flayed alive, dissected, racked, torn, and mutilated 
in every imaginable manner, subjected to every torture 
that scientific ingenuity can devise, to body, limb, nerve 
eye, brain, and internal organ ; and there is no limit to 
the amount or duration of their terture. They arealso 
baked, boiled, burned, frozen,’suffocated, drowned, and 
poisoned, 

The theory that aresthetics safeguard them from 
pain isa delusion. Certificates enable the vivisectors 
to operate without anesthetics, and to keep the vivi- 
sected animals alive for observation and repeated ex- 
periments. 

With dogs the suffering is infinitely greater than with 
other animals, for dogs are highly intelligent, and can 
reason ; so with them mental agony is added to ye ae 
torture, and they have the peculiar suffering of antici- 
pating their martyrdom, especially those who have 
undergone it several times, or even once, before. I 
have read of a dog dying from sheer terror before the 
operation began, and of a dog who, escaping from 
the torture, ran round the class of medical stu- 
dents appealing for mercy, and clung to the neck of 
one young man, licking his face, frantically beseeching 
to be saved from his awfal fate. He was, however, 
forced back on to the horrible, ghastly table. . 

In the case of those unhappy dogs kept alive fur ob- 
servation or for further experiments, maimed and broken, 
their brains and organs removed or frightfully mangled, 


| 

| 
| 
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or those inoculated with cancer and other most painful 
diseases, what must be the longing for the gentle hand- 
ling and tender nursing to which they were accustomed 
in pain and sickness ? 

his is not a worthy and right way to treat our faith- 
ful, loving companions and friends. This is not the due 
return for the unselfish, true-hearted devotion of these 
most truly noble creatures, who so frequently risk and 
sacrifice their lives in saving human beings from danger 
and death! Therefore, while indignantly protestin 
against the vivisection of any animal, we ask all 
humane persons to support the movement which aims 
at delivering the “ friend of man” from torture.—I am, 
sir, yours faithfully, C. A. M. Battey, 


Hon. Sec., National Canine Defence League. 
27 Regent Street, London, S.W. April 21. 


Farriers’ New Degree. 


The first examination under the scheme of higher 
education for farriers took place at the forge of Mr. 
F, W. Wragg, F.R.C.V.S., 17 Church Lane, Whitechapel. 
The following candidates passed for the new degree of 
A.F.C. :—Messrs. W. Jones Anstey, Lecturer and In- 
structor on Farriery, Leeds University ; D. Carson, 
Secretary, N.M.F.A. ; W. F. Haydon, Instructor, Wilts 
County Council ; E. Hooper Organ, Lecturer and In- 
structor, Gloucester County Council; — Morris, Henley- 
in-Arden, Warwickshire ; W. Wardley, Instructor, Wye 
College, Kent ; and W. Watson, of Surbiton. The ex- 
aminers were Mr. Sheather, F.R.C.V.S.; Prof. Mac- 
queen, and Mr. A. Wheatley, F.R.C.V.S., of Reading. 


THE JOURNAL OF THE BOARD OF AGRICULTURE. 


The fifteenth volume of the Journal of the Board of 
Agricultare begins with the issue for April, 1908, and 
arrangements have been made for the introduction of 
several new features. In the first place, the size of the 
Journal will be increased from 64 pages to 80 pages 
each month. The additional space will be filled with a 
monthly article on the course of trade in agricultural 
produce during the past month, and a comment on the 
tables of prices that are printed at the end of each 
number. An attempt will also be made to print from 
time to time reports on the condition of crops abroad, 
especially on the Continent, and on the trade in those 
articles of agricultural produce which compete with 
home-grown produce. In the April number two other 
series of articles will be begun, the first on weeds, fungi, 
and agricultural pests, illustrated each month with a 
coloured plate, the otner, on the agriculture of small 
holdings, showing what methods have been adopted by 
those who have been successful, with suggestions for 
those who are about to take up new holdings. 

As it is intended that these articles shall be of service 
to all classes of agriculturists, the price of the Jowrnal 
will not be raised—it will remain 4d. post free. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette 
War OFFice, April 24. 
Forces.—IMPERIAL YEOMANRY. 
Lincolnshire.—C. Hartley, jun., to be Vet.-Lieut. 
VoLUNTEER CorRPs. 
3rd Lancashire.—Vet.-Capt. W. Stothert resigns his 


commission. 
J. F. Rankin to be Vet.-Lieut. Dated March 4. 


Personal. 


Craic—Scort.—- At Adelaide Road Presbyterian 
Church, Dublin, on the 13th _~ by the Rev. W. 
M‘Neill, B.A,, Professor James erguson Craig, M.A., 
M.R.C.V.S., of the Royal Veterinary College of Ireland, 
to Nora Helen, youngest daughter of Adam Scott, Esq. 
late of Trineston, Booterstown, Co. Dublin. No -cards. 


Nrxon— WIkrinson.—At the Church of St. Michael 
and All Angels, Neepsend, on Thursday, April 23, by 
the Rev. J. Osborne, Vicar of the Parish, and the Rev. 
L. E. Day, Vicar of St. Cuthbert’s, Firvale, Sidrey 
Herbert Nixon, M.R.C.V.S., son of Mr. and Mrs. Herbert 
Nixon, House, Wilkinson Street, Sheffield, 
to Dorothy Wilkinson, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Wilkinson, of Ivy Lodge, Pitsmoor, Sheffield. 

The service was achoral one. Mr. T. Hicks, M.R.C.V.S. 
accompanied the bridegroom as best man. Mr. Wilkin- 
son gave his daughter away. The six bridesmaids, two 
of whom, Miss Phyllis Wilkinson (sister of the bride) 
and Miss Alice Nixon (sister of the bridegroom) were 
grown up, and the other four, Miss Betty Smith, Miss 
Dorothy Wells, and Miss Elsa Hadfield (nieces of the 
bride) and Miss Mary Peasegood (niece of the bride- 

oom) quite small children, were all dressed in white 
ouisine silk. The bridegroom gave the four children 
gold horseshoe brooches on safety pins, while the two 
grown up bridesmaids received pearl horseshoe brooches. 
About 300 guests were present at the reception which 
Mr. and Mrs. Wilkinson held at Endcliffe Hall. The 
newly-wedded pair left for London during the afternoon. 
The wedding gifts were both costly and numerous.— 
Sheffield Daily Telegraph. 

StockMAN—M‘FapygEan.—At Holy Trinity Church, 
Kentish Town, on peg April 28th, Stewart Stock- 
man, M.R.C.V.S., Chief Veterinary Officer, Board of 
Agriculture, to Ethel M‘Fadyean, daughter of Sir J. 
M‘Fadyean, M.B., B.Sc., F.R.S.E., M.R.C.V.S., LL.D. 
Principal Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town. 

The reception was held at the Midland Grand Hotel, 
where Sir John and Lady M‘Fadyean mpage 9 number 
of friends. The wedding presents were a rich and rare 
collection from all parts, indicative of the respect and 
affection of a multitude of friends. The six brides- 
maids were a charming group of girls worthy of the 
elegant and attractive young bride. 


Mr. Hue Ferrier, M.R.C.V.S., Dundee, is to act as 
judge of terrier dogs at the Dumbarton Show. 


Mr. James G. Bext, M.R.C.V.S., and Mr. John J. 
Bell, M.R.C.V.S., of Carlisle, have been elected Mem- 
bers of Council of the Cumberland Agricultural Society. 


PRESENTATION.—On Wednesday, April 22nd, a depu- 
tation waited upon Mr. G. H. Harris, M.R.C.V.S., 
present to him a wedding present and testimonial from 
a number of his hunting and ferming friends. To Mr. 
Kirkby, one of the oldest and most respected farmers of 
the district, was allotted the task of presentation, a 
work which he executed in a very witty and able 
manner. His opening remarks were the pleasure and 
honour he experienced in his present capacity ; later he 
referred to Mr. Harris’s strict business integrity, and 
the respect and reputation he enjoyed. Alluding to his 
personal 30 years business acquaintance, he laid special 
stress on his punctuality, remarking that he had never 
known Mr. Harris behind time except in the present 
matter. (Laughter.) 
In reply, Mr. Harris expressed the pleasure he felt in 
receiving this present, and exclaimed that the pleasure 
was doublefold, as he was quite ignorant a few minutes 
ago of the practical existence of such kind feelings to- 
wardshim. He desired to thank most heartily all those 
who had so kindly subscribed. The presentation took 


the form of a silver Georgian tea tray suitably inscribed. 
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OBITUARY. 


James Mitcnett, M.R.C.V.S., Town Hall, Salford, 
Manchester. Graduated, Edin: Dec., 1891. 


On Wednesday, April 15, the body of a well-dressed 
man was found on Airyolland Moor, New Luce, Stran- 
raer. It was identified by the farmer there as that of 
his nephew, Mr. James Mitchell, M.R.C.V.S., Man- 
chester. Mr. Mitchell arrived at Stranraer on Tuesday 
morning, but how he met his death is not known. He 
carried on an extensive practice in Manchester. He 
was about forty years of age, and leaves a widow and 
family.— J. B. A. 

Srmmonps.—On the 22nd April, at St. John’s Villa, 
Ryde, Harriet Driffil Simonds, widow of the late Prof. 
J. Beart Simonds, aged 78. 


Prof. G. de Bruin. 


We regret to announce the death of Prof. G. de Bruin, 
of the Utrecht Veterinary School, and Editor of the 
Tijdschrift voor Veeartsenijkunde. He was only in 
his 49th year, but well-known as the author of a text- 
book on “Bovine Obstetrics,” of which there is an 
English translation by Dr. Wyman. He was also a con- 
tributor of articles on Obstetrics to the important work 
on “ Veterinary Surgery and Obstetrics” of Drs. Bayer 
and Fréhner. 

Prof. Imminger. 


We regret to announce the unexpected death, on the 
2nd of April, of a distinguished continental veteri- 
narian, Prof. Joseph Imminger, of Munich. Himself 
the son of a veterinary surgeon, Prof. Imminger was 
born at Neu Ulm on February 5th, 1854, and graduated 
at Munich in 1874. After an extensive practical exper- 
ience of 25 years, during which period he held the ap- 
pointment of District Veterinary Surgeen in various 
successive localities ; he was appointed in February, 
1900, as Professor and Director of the Surgical Clinique 
at the Veterinary School at Munich. In this,}as in all 
previous positions he had filled, he acquitted himself 
with great distinction, and his comparatively short 
career at the Munich School was one of ¢nbroken 
success. 

An excellent teacher, he gave particular attention to 
the practical instruction ef his students. He invariably 
kept in mind—as was natural to one of his special 
experience—the circumstances of general practice, and 
the value of his work in preparing the student for future 
difficulties can scarcely be over-estimated. 

Prof. Imminger’s personal popularity was on a par 
with his professional merit ; and the large and influen- 
tial concourse attending his funeral testified to the 
universal esteem in which he was held. 7 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE PROPOSED BILL. 
Sir. 

In your issue of the 18th inst. I notice a wail from 
‘Practical '’ in which he suggests compensatory measures 
to the class to which he belongs. These men were quite 
cognisant of their action when they commenced practice, 
and had and have the upportunity of doing as many a one 
did, myself included, who ultimately qualified. Rather 
than become a poacher they faced the problem of poverty 
and turned their hands to any honourable work to help 
them to reach their goal—a qualification. 

At present, financially, a man is better off without a 
diploma, and yet our free and liberal legislators calmly sit 
by and see gross injustice to the profession and the welfare 
of the people and of the stock menaced by every Tom, Dick 


‘the Register.—I am, 


and Harry who has sufficient cheap-jack eloquence to pro- 
claim a power to heal. O Tempora ! O Mores! 

‘In conclusion, sir, I will repeat my contention that any- 
one employing an my ee assistant should be struck off 
ithfully yours, 

Lucrrer.”’ 


Sir, 

I did not intend to trouble you further on this subject, 
but Mr. Dollar makes such a remarkable statement that I 
must ask you to compare what he wrote on— 


April 4th and April 25th. 


‘“*Four classes at least “T have never said that 
might be expected to believe Examiners, Principals of 
the Bill a good one. Schools, Members of Council, 

1. The examiners who are and Lawyers expect more 
promised more pay. pay, benefits by grants, ora 

2. Members of Council perpetual feast.’’ 
who are invited to pay them- 
selves out of the funds to be 
raised. 

3. Those teaching schools 
which are in financial diffi- 
culties and may hope to bene- 

Jit by grants. 

4. The lawyers, to whom 
the Bill would mean a perpet 
ual feast.”’ 

Yours etc., 


Sir, 

Now that the fate of the proposed V.S. Billis a foregone 
conclusion, owing to internal broils and organised external 
opposition (vide agricultural press) backed by an opinion by 
a high dignitary of the law that many a quack is as good as 
a doctor, we must find other ways and means of advancing 
our position and strengthening our resources. We have 
three alternatives :— 

(a) Invocation of State aid. 

It is recognised by all that financial aid is required, if 
advancement and dignity of position among other learned 
professions are to be secured by the R.C.V.S. The 
happiest solution to the difficulty, and the one perhaps most 
acceptable to the profession, would be the reception of an 
annual grant from the Treasury. This, in the absence ofa 
Parliamentary representative of our own, could only be ob- 
tained by gaining the ears of our respective Senators and 
requesting them to use their influence in the House. A 
deputation of influential members to wait on the President 
of the Board of Agriculture, or some other responsible 
Minister, might facilitate matters. 

(b) An appeal to the Public through the Press. 

In a rich agricultural country surely funds can be raised 
to support the advancement of a profession engaged in 
investigating, preventing and combating disease in perhaps 
its chief asset, its stock. Despite the fact that, judging 
from letters in the lay press, the agriculturist clamours for 
the quack—the red draught and blue lotion, there must be 
wealthy and influential members of society, who, provided 
the matter was brought to their notice, would welcome the 
appeal and contribute liberally. A philanthropic millionaire 
seeking a fresh outlet to disemburse his ever swelling 
coffers, might first be solicited. 

(c) University recognition for the veterinary profession. 

Ifin the near future the veterinary schools should be 
incorporated as a faculty in arich University, the protecting 
mantle of the Alma Mater afforded to other graduates would 
also enfold the veterinary surgeon. Grievances could also 
be aired in Parliament through the Member for the Univer- 
sity, and ample funds would be available for scientific 
research.—Yours truly, 

James Forbes. 

Truro, April 13. 


ComMvnIcaTIons AND Papers Recetvep.—Mr. M.J.Cleary, 
‘*Lucifer.’’ The Evening Post (Jersey), The Daily News. 


